Terrebonne bike paths will stay for winter
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It’s been just over a year since The Suburban and other media were called to a news conference outside St. Monica’s Parish Church on Terrebonne in NDG. The subject was the bicycle paths installed on both sides of the street, stripping away parking, adversely affecting the church, St. Monica’s Elementary School, and the Habitations De Terrebonne.
Ensemble Montréal borough councillor Sonny Moroz, though not the representative of the district in question, was at the news conference. At the time, he suggested that the borough, then under a Projet Montréal administration, remove the bicycle paths for the winter and reinstall them in the spring. That didn’t happen. But residents were still hoping for a winter reprieve this year.
However, newly-elected borough Mayor Stephanie Valenzuela of Ensemble Montréal confirmed last week that the Terrebonne bike paths will stay put for now. But she indicated – as Montreal Mayor Soraya Martinez Ferrada had during the election campaign – that the party is amenable to making changes.
Martinez Ferrada promised a city-wide bike lane audit within 100 days. She later said that they would start with an already-existing report that the previous administration had commissioned. Valenzuela promised the same.
The question came up, predictably, at the first CDN-NDG borough council meeting led by Valenzuela and the new council. The mayor acknowledged that the bike paths have long been a source of frustration, and said the borough has been trying to respond to the concerns of those both for and against them. Responding to Guylaine Cormier, one of the many residents who has been fighting against the bike paths since before they were implemented, she said “I can’t tell you today if the bicycle paths will be dismantled, if there will be changes made in the coming months or weeks, but I am making the commitment today, not just to you, but to all those who have a stake in the bicycle paths, that we will see to this matter in a responsible way.”
Cormier’s was not the only question on the subject.
“We inherited this bike path,” Valenzuela said, laying the blame at the feet of both the Katahwa and Montgomery administrations. If they had listened to the concerns of those affected, she said, “we would not be here today with as many questions about the bicycle paths.”
(The Montgomery administration did remove the original paths soon after community backlash).
Terrebonne resident Valerie Keszey, who has also been a vocal opponent of the bicycle paths, and was at last year’s news conference, tells The Suburban she is disappointed to hear they won’t be removed for the winter. Despite being a cyclist who rides to work every day in the summer, Keszey says she doesn’t see the point of retaining the paths throughout the winter months, given that, she says, there aren’t a lot of cyclists using them in the summer.
“I’ve learned to live with it,” she says. “What choice do I have?”
Keszey is not against some kind of bicycle path. But clearly, she says, the configuration needs to change. “Put in a cycling lane to make the cyclists happy,” she concedes, adding that Valenzuela has to take into account those residents who don’t cycle, who need the parking.
Paul Wong, Warden of St. Monica’s Parish, also expressed his disappointment, but said he is not surprised. But he says he looks forward to seeing changes made. “It’s just the will of the people,” he said. “Something has to happen.”
He is heartened, however, that the borough promised to continue clearing the snow on the block in front of the church. n

