NDG’s Queen Elizabeth Health Complex honours Warren Allmand
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NDG residents took to the streets 30 years ago to protest Quebec government cuts to healthcare which led to the closure of the then-Queen Elizabeth Hospital on Marlowe. It was a galvanized community that would not tolerate the shuttering of an institution that had provided it with healthcare in one form or another for over a century.
The late Warren Allmand, Liberal MP of Notre-Dame-de-Grâce (1972-97) and Montreal City Councillor for Loyola (2005-09) championed the cause of what eventually morphed into the community-driven Queen Elizabeth Health Complex. He was on its board from 1997 until his death in 2016.
Two years later the decision was made to name the QEHC’s waiting area in Allmand’s honour.
Just last week the renovated waiting area was officially opened.
More than 50 community members were present at the event last week along with members of the Allmand family, to officially re-open the waiting room, which was funded entirely by community donations.
There was a time when patients would wait to be seen in a dingy and cold waiting room in a health centre that took about a decade to recover from what Jacques Parizeau’s Parti Québécois had done to it. Today it is completely redesigned, warm, with what is described as calming colours. There is new seating, and artwork for an improved patient experience in what is referred to as the QEHC’s QE Urgent Care Super Clinic.
“The space was fully funded by donors,” reads a release about the event, “reflecting the QEHC’s unique position as a community-based health centre that receives no government support.”
The QEHC Foundation raises funds – more than $750,000 – through the community. “Every dollar directly benefits patients, their families, and the clinical team,” said Foundation Board Member Marie-Laure Guillard. “Today, this new waiting room exemplified what donor support can achieve.”
Hospital board chair Joanne Mastro was on the front lines of the protest against those budget cuts in 1995. “In the early days, we relied tremendously on Warren’s wisdom and steadiness,” she said. “After the government closed the facility in 1996, the building looked like a war zone, everything had been moved. His experience and calm judgement guided us through extremely challenging moments. Years later,” she added, “I felt strongly that we needed to honour him in a meaningful way. And today, in this beautiful renewed space, we are seeing that vision fulfilled. Warren would have been happy to see what we’ve accomplished.”
Allmand’s wife, Rosemary Nolan, and son, Patrick Allmand, were on hand for the ribbon cutting. n

