Pointe-Claire's Mayor sets up stricter rules for council questions

By Chelsey St-Pierre
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One of the first actions taken by newly elected Pointe-Claire Mayor John Belvedere is a comprehensive overhaul of the rules governing the public question period at City Council meetings. The updated procedures set clear expectations for residents and visitors who wish to address City Council, emphasizing order, relevance, and respectful dialogue.
Under the new system, those who want to ask a question must register at the entrance by providing their name, postal code, and the subject of their question. Registration is assisted by a city employee, and speaking order is determined by the order of registration. Attendees are required to remain seated until their name is called, and the question period is the only opportunity to ask questions during the meeting.
Prior to the start of the session, a representative of the administration will offer updates on unresolved questions from previous meetings if further verification is required.
The revised guidelines make it clear that the question period is reserved strictly for questions of public interest related to city affairs. Personal opinions, debates, and unsolicited advice are not permitted. The rules also call for concise, clear questions and answers, with the aim of maintaining order and maximizing the number of participants able to address council.
Behavioural standards are detailed: personal remarks, insinuations, and any violent, threatening, disrespectful or offensive language are not tolerated. Only matters of public interest are allowed; private matters unrelated to city business will not be addressed.
Priority to speak is given to Pointe-Claire citizens and taxpayers. Non-residents may ask questions only if time permits. The question period has a strict 90-minute limit, unless the majority of council members present agree to extend it. If three different attendees have addressed the same issue, that topic cannot be the subject of further questions until the next meeting.
For special council meetings, only questions related to the agenda are permitted. Each participant is limited to two questions and a maximum of three minutes in total. Questions may be addressed to the chairperson or any council member. Answers may be provided immediately or, if more information is needed, deferred to a future meeting or responded to in writing. Other council members or the city manager may also be called upon to respond.
The chairperson, council, and administration members have the right to refuse to answer questions that require professional advice, solicit personal opinions, are deemed frivolous, or contain inappropriate language. Questions related to active legal matters or ongoing investigations may also be declined.
The chairperson can restrict participation by anyone not complying with these rules. Written materials, petitions, and requests can be submitted to the City Clerk during question period, but may not be read aloud in the session.
These updates mark an early move in Mayor Belvedere’s tenure, defining a more structured approach to public engagement at Pointe-Claire’s City Council meetings.

