Spirit of collaboration at first CDN-NDG borough council

If the first public meeting of the CDN-NDG borough council is anything to go by, residents may be able to count on the spirit of collaboration that the new administration promises.
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If the first public meeting of the CDN-NDG borough council is anything to go by, residents may be able to count on the spirit of collaboration that the new administration promises.
The meeting began with applause and cheers for newly-elected mayor Stephanie Valenzuela. And just about every resident who approached the mic during the question period had words of welcome and congratulations for her, and for all those elected.
As a sign that the new administration has a different attitude from the previous one, the new council has removed the timer usually set up during question period. Previous administrations had ruled that residents will have the right to ask two questions, with a total of three minutes’ time for both. Former mayor Katahwa had also refused to hear more than three questions on the same subject.
Mayor Valenzuela indicated that the timer had been removed, but simply asked those asking questions to be mindful of others who also have questions.
The seating configuration on the dais is different from what it had been for the previous four years. Before, Valenzuela and Snowdon councillor Sonny Moroz occupied the two seats to the right as the only two Ensemble Montréal members on council. Now, NDG councillor Peter McQueen and CDN councillor Emilie Briere are at the right as the only two Projet Montréal members.
Valenzuela introduced herself to applause and cheers. She then introduced each council member. There was some laughter when Loyola councillor Alexandre Teodoresco began to speak. Valenzuela told him “You just say ‘Hi,’” explaining that the councillors’ time to talk would come after.
Valenzuela said she accepts with humility the responsibility of being the mayor of all CDN-NDG residents, regardless of how they voted.
McQueen echoed the sentiment, thanking residents not for voting one way of the other, but simply for voting. He then congratulated his colleagues, telling Valenzuela her election to the mayoralty was well deserved. “And I thank you for your offer of collaboration,” he said. “There was one promise you made that I quite like,” he said, referring to the commitment to “some kind of action, some kind of initiative” for the Empress Theatre in the first 100 days of the new administration. “And I will say,” he added, “I believe we are at day 80.” He later explained to The Suburban that he was lightheartedly pointing out that at that point, 20 days into the new administration, she had 80 days left to come up with something.
McQueen also listed a number of areas and issues on which he says he is looking forward to collaboration – pedestrian safety, stop signs at certain unsafe intersections, and of course the stretch of De Maisonneuve between Addington and Décarie. Moroz spoke next, eliciting laughter when he said “I was happy to see Peter bring up a whole bunch of things that he hasn’t accomplished over the last sixteen years and give us a list of priorities that we can get to that he was unable to do for his residents.”
Shots fired? Not for McQueen. “Sonny’s comment was fair,” he said, “and funny in a ‘gotcha’ way. But I will continue to be transparent about what I think NDG needs.” n



