Martinez Ferrada lights first Hanukah candle in NDG

A sizeable crowd braved the bitter cold Sunday night – the first night of Hanukah – to take part in the menorah-lighting ceremony outside Chabad NDG on Sherbrooke Street West in the heart of the borough.
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A sizeable crowd braved the bitter cold Sunday night – the first night of Hanukah – to take part in the menorah-lighting ceremony outside Chabad NDG on Sherbrooke Street West in the heart of the borough.
The event was hosted by Rabbi Yisroel Bernath and MC’d by long-time NDG resident Noah Sidel.
Temperatures had dipped to a frigid -21 degrees with the windchill factor. But it was an important event to attend in the wake of Sunday morning’s tragic and brazen terrorist shooting at Bondi Beach in Australia, where 12 people were shot and killed while doing exactly what the NDG crowd were doing – celebrating Hanukah.
“Tonight is a time for us to be together and to be united and to celebrate and to stand together,” Bernath said, addressing the crowd.
Bernath did not specifically mention Bondi when he talked about “a world, now, that has become darker.” But he said “Our response is a response of strength. Our response is a response of fortitude. Our responses is a response of being together, of celebrating together, and adding a little more light into the world.”
Montreal mayor Soraya Martinez Ferrada was there, along with Leslie Roberts, the city councillor for the Peter-McGill district. The mayor addressed the crowd before being given the honour of lighting the shamash – the helper candle – of the menorah.
“I’m so very grateful,” she said, “to be here with you, and to give you some peace, and tell you that the City of Montreal will stand with you, and will make sure that we are there to support you in this very difficult time.”
She then added in French, “You have a mayor who wants to be there for you, for the community, to be certain that what happens elsewhere in the world doesn’t happen here.”
Then, as she lit the shamash – with a little help from Sidel – Bernath led the crowd in the candle lighting prayers.
Also on hand were Notre-Dame-de-Grâce—Westmount Liberal MP Anna Gainey, Notre-Dame-de-Grâce Liberal MNA Désirée McGraw. Yari Szlak of Federation CJA was also on hand, as was FCJA board chair Patrick Essminy, former board chair Steve Sebag, and Eta Yudin of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs.
Borough councillors Peter McQueen and Milany Thiagarajah were present, as well. Although borough mayor Stephanie Valenzuela was not there as she is reportedly due to give birth in the coming days. “She will give light herself,” Martinez Ferrada joked, “and will have a beautiful kid in a couple of days.” n





