Pablo Rodriguez officially resigns as Quebec Liberal Leader

Pablo Rodriguez officially and publicly resigned as leader of the Liberal Party of Quebec, at a news conference held Thursday morning. His resignation comes a month after allegations of impropriety by Liberal militants rocked the party and his leadership.
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Pablo Rodriguez officially and publicly resigned as leader of the Liberal Party of Quebec, at a news conference held Thursday morning. His resignation comes a month after allegations of impropriety by Liberal militants rocked the party and his leadership. None of the allegations were aimed at the QLP leader. And Rodriguez, flanked by his wife Roxanne and his daughter Beatrice, maintained and defended his integrity. Earlier in the week some in the media speculated that this would spell the end of his political career.
“The last few weeks have been difficult,” he said. “They have been difficult for me, but much more important than that, they have been difficult for my family, for my party. In spite of that, I still believe that politics can bring out the best and noblest in a human being.”
He talked of standing up for and fighting for principles, values, the strength and the courage, loyalty, solidarity, and team spirit individually and collectively.
He talked about how when he was younger his father would tell him that the best tool for changing the world and making society better is politics. Rodriguez and his family came to Canada when he was eight years old, fleeing political turmoil in Argentina. His own father had run for political office, and had endured persecution, jail, and torture. They left after the family home was bombed.
Rodriguez followed in his father’s footsteps, working in politics for 20 years. He says he did have opportunities to live and work elsewhere, but chose to stay in Quebec. “I have no regrets,” he said.
Serving the public, he said, has been an enormous privilege. His career in federal politics led him to several key positions in government. He was the MP for the Honoré-Mercier riding, a riding that had been a Bloc Québécois stronghold. As such, he was the Minister of Transport, Minister of Canadian Heritage, the Government Chief Whip, and Leader of the Government in the House of Commons.
He announced his candidacy for the leadership of the Quebec Liberal Party last September, and won the position last July. Just five months later, Saint-Laurent MNA Marwah Rizqy fired her chief of staff, Geneveive Hinse – which angered Rodriguez who had not neem consulted, who accused Rizqy of disloyalty. That was followed by a handful of accusations, including allegations of vote buying, and donation reimbursement on the part of businessman Emanuel Cabral.
“Today I stand before you with my head held high,” he said. “I have always acted with authenticity, integrity, and ethically. Always.” He added toward the end of the news conference that “my integrity has never been in question over my 20-year political career, and it won’t start now.” And he said that unethical practices ought never be tolerated by the Liberal Party. “That was true before my arrival, and had always been true throughout my leadership.”
He said he resigned out of sense of duty, “for the party that I sincerely love, for Quebec, and for Canada.”
“I have become a distraction,” he said, adding “We should be talking about the Liberal Party, its project, its plan, its future, and not about me.”
He added a message for the party: “We cannot enter an electoral year with division.” He added “Quebecers deserve a Liberal Party that is united, a Liberal Party that is serious.”
He says he is going to take some time to be with his family. He thanked them for supporting him throughout his time in politics. “Before politics, before this fascinating adventure that is politics, there is life, life that is magnificent, that continues. And my place, today, is there, with my family.”
“I gave it my all,” he said, to meet the expectations of those who elected him leader. “I wanted to lead our team to victory in the next election. I sincerely believed in that, and I believe in it still.”
“One thing is certain,” he said. “I will always choose Quebec.”




