Dorval councilor attacked on her lack of French

Dorval Councilor Linda Lu in District 3 does not speak French. Bob Lesage, the previous councillor who lost the election to Lu, came armed to a recent Dorval council meeting where he peppered the councilor with three questions.
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Dorval Councilor Linda Lu in District 3 does not speak French. Bob Lesage, the previous councillor who lost the election to Lu, came armed to a recent Dorval council meeting where he peppered the councilor with three questions. Only they were posed deliberately in French. He then demanded that Councilor Lu respond to him, in French. This exchange set off a firestorm at the meeting and later online. This attack was delivered all under the watchful eye of Mayor Marc Doret, who allowed the losing candidate an open floor to attack Ms. Lu; Lesage coming off as a sore loser in the interaction to those present at the meeting.
 
Concerns by residents ranged from Lu's inability to communicate with constituents to the logistics of someone without French proficiency being a council member, as Dorval deals with bids, quotations and documented agreements between many parties across Montreal and Quebec. They asked if Lu might require a translation of each of these documents to ensure that she fully understands them before approving them. Others asked if she would be able to take part in negotiations with other companies, syndicates or elected officials within Quebec. The authors of the post coming with a common thread: is French not a fundamental requirement for the role of councillor?
 
There was pushback to these comments. 
 
Joel responding on social media with a sentiment shared by many others:
 
"It's the will of the people. If she managed to convince enough of her district to vote for her without campaigning in French, I guess that means it isn't an important issue for the people of her district."
 
Vicky stressing fundamental requirements go beyond language:
 
"One thing is known, she was a very successful businesswoman here in Dorval and has a background in engineering. Numbers speak for themselves, ability to read financial statements, budgets and very valuable for understanding infrastructure requirements. She was democratically voted in, so let's give her a chance!"
 
In response to the drama, Lu herself posted a measured rebuke:
 
"After all the posts, remarks and comments, on social media, regarding the recent council meeting, I would like to thank everyone for their support and encouragement. I was elected to council to represent my constituents in District 3. My priority is to pursue the best outcomes for every single resident in District 3 and for the good of all of Dorval. I am here to deliver results, and my focus will remain solely on the essential issues that impact our community."
 
That was followed by a complete response written in French.
 




