Teen off to prison for West Island murder

A teenage girl who participated in a murder in Ontario as a minor and in the murder of a teenage boy from the West Island, was sentenced on Tuesday, December 16 at the Valleyfield courthouse for the crime committed in Quebec.
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A teenage girl who participated in a murder in Ontario as a minor and in the murder of a teenage boy from the West Island, was sentenced on Tuesday, December 16 at the Valleyfield courthouse for the crime committed in Quebec.
At the Valleyfield courthouse, Judge Hugo Rousse listened to sentencing arguments in November and came to his conclusions on December 16. In Rousse’s decision, the judge said that bank and cellphone records revealed that the female suspect had travelled from Ontario to Quebec to take part in the murder with the shooting ordered by someone involved in organized crime. Prosecutors called for the maximum penalty of 10 years, which is the stiffest sentence allowed by law for someone her age in Canada. Rousse added that the girl “was not a passive bystander even if she was not the shooter, the victim was targeted because of his role in a criminal activity.”
Prosecutors claimed that adult criminals had directed the attack, with the girl facilitating but not pulling the trigger.
The culprit pleaded guilty to first-degree murder in August, with Judge Rousse agreeing with a joint recommendation from the Crown Prosecutor Marie-Laurence Hébert-Trudeau and defence lawyer Morgane Laloum for the 10-year sentence, the maximum penalty allowed under the Youth Criminal Justice Act.
Rousse agreed to reduce the sentence by seven months for the first part of the sentence, six years in custody based on the time she had already served awaiting the outcome of the case. She will be subject to surveillance conditions for the remaining four years.
This was not the perpetrator’s first time in court for murder. Shortly before her Quebec arrest, she was convicted of first-degree murder in Ontario for orchestrating the death of another young man from the West Island, a killing carried out just a week after the body in St-Zotique was discovered. She was arrested along with a 19-year-old man in that case, where again she was accused of acting on orders from others instead of planning the act herself.
Court-appointed experts painted a stark picture of the girl, with one declaring her as being “highly manipulative,” while another noted her near-total lack of anger management. The prosecution dropped its demand to try her as an adult, by referencing recent Supreme Court guidance raising the bar for adult sentencing in youth cases.
Despite her young age, and her claims about being pressured by adults further up the ladder, the admissions in open court confirm: her actions directly enabled both murders to be carried out in less than two weeks in April 2023. n



