Montreal city council issues statement in wake of Bondi massacre

In the wake of the dreadful terrorist attack on the Hanukah celebration at Bondi Beach in Australia, the city council of Montreal issued a joint statement condemning the attack and expressing “its full solidarity with the victims, their families and the affected communities.”
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In the wake of the dreadful terrorist attack on the Hanukah celebration at Bondi Beach in Australia, the city council of Montreal issued a joint statement condemning the attack and expressing “its full solidarity with the victims, their families and the affected communities.”
The statement is signed by Montreal Mayor Soraya Martinez Ferrada, who participated in two menorah lighting ceremonies last week, one at Chabad NDG in the Côte-des-Neiges–Notre-Dame-de-Grâce borough, and another at City Hall. Also signing the statement was Official Opposition Leader Ericka Alneus; Dimitrios Jim Beis, who is the Pierrefonds-Roxboro mayor and the Executive Committee member responsible for public safety, and Josue Corvil, Associate Councillor for Culture, Diversity, Inclusion, Relations with Indigenous Peoples, and Living Together.
The signatories recognize that the attack “was not a random act of violence, but an antisemitic terrorist act” that “has caused many Montrealers of Jewish faith to feel concern, anxiety, and fear for their safety and that of their loved ones,” and “has also raised legitimate concerns among the entire Montreal population.”
Already in the days following the attack in Australia, the city and its police force are said to have increased vigilance in affected communities.
Eta Yudin, Senior VP of CIJA Quebec, who was present earlier this week when Martinez Ferrada lit the menorah in CDN-NDG, said “we would like to highlight the unanimous adoption of this motion by the Montreal City Council. In these difficult times, it is important to see Montreal’s entire political class expressing solidarity and reaffirming the importance of fighting antisemitism. However, concrete measures must now follow.”
The sentiment was echoed by Rabbi Reuben Poupko of Congregation Beth Israel Beth Aaron, who said “the words were fine, even laudable. But for those words to be meaningful they need to be expressed in action.” When asked what kind of action he’d like to see here, Poupko said “actions like police arresting those who yell ‘globalize the intifada’ as the British government has announced they will start doing.”
Police in the UK made the announcement on Wednesday, just days after the Bondi Beach massacre, saying the context has changed in the wake of the Australia shooting. London and Manchester police forces issued a joint statement saying “violent acts have taken place, the context has changed, words have meaning and consequence.”
“We know communities are concerned about placards and chants such as ‘globalize the intifada,’” said the joint statement. “We will act decisively and make arrests.”
When asked if he is confident that the new Montreal administration will take similar actions to match its words, Poupko responded “no one has the right to be confident, pessimistic, or optimistic. We have to wait and see.” n



