Hewitt named Member of the Order of Canada

Dorval resident James William Hewitt has been named a Member of the Order of Canada for his extensive philanthropy.
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Dorval resident James William Hewitt has been named a Member of the Order of Canada for his extensive philanthropy.
The honour recognizes his work with his charity, the Hewitt Foundation, specifically his contributions to bolstering education, healthcare, and community development in Eastern Canada. Hewitt held several leadership roles, including Chairman and CEO, in his family’s company, the Dorval-based Hewitt Group. While Hewitt is a resident of Dorval, his business and philanthropic roots are deeply connected to the West Island community, including Dollard-des-Ormeaux (DDO).
Nine Quebecers are among the 80 new appointments to the Order of Canada, announced by the Governor General’s office. Her Excellency the Right Honourable Mary Simon, Governor General of Canada, adding 80 new appointments to the Order of Canada, including six Companions, 15 Officers and 59 Members. Six appointments are promotions within the Order, and another represents an honorary appointment. Aside from Hewitt the Quebecers amongst the latest cohort of recipients, include:
-Longtime cultural sector leader Simon Brault who was already named an officer of the Order of Canada, has now been promoted to companion, the order’s top tier;
-Cancer researcher Anne-Marie Mes-Masson joins the Order’s officer tier for “significant discoveries in ovarian and prostate cancer”;
-Nanotechnology specialist Federico Rosei has been named an officer of the Order for “seminal, prolific and impactful” contributions to renewable energy, including solar energy;
-Recently retired Transportation Safety Board chair Kathleen (Kathy) Fox was appointed member of the Order of Canada for “vital contributions” to transportation safety;
-Writer and academic Hans-Jürgen Greif has been designated a member of the Order for his contributions to multilingual literature in Quebec;
-Art historian Martha Langford “helped establish photography as a discipline in Canada,” was named as a member of the Order “having developed quintessential collections of our country’s finest photographic works in museums and galleries”;
-Longtime Central Quebec School Board chair Jean Robert has been appointed a member of the Order for “his commitment to education and advocating for English-language services in Quebec” ; and
-Dancer Cindy Schwartz joins as a member of the Order in recognition of Les Muses, a Montreal performing arts school for neurodivergent adults. Schwartz founded the school in 1997;
According to the Governor General’s office, Hewitt’s “philanthropy has bolstered education, health care and community development organizations, primarily in Eastern Canada.”
James Hewitt joined Hewitt Equipment Limited in 1968, becoming President and CEO in 1983 and Chairman in 1992. In 2017, he became Chairman of Hewitt Group Inc. and Hewitt Foundation.
Jim has been active in both industry and community on Boards of Canadian Construction Association, Montréal Board of Trade and La Chambre de Commerce de Montréal Métropolitain. He was Chairman of Conseil du Patronat du Québec from 1994-1997 and President of Canadian Association of Equipment Distributors in 1988 and has maintained a life-long interest in the Mining Industry.
He has received numerous awards including CPQ’s Club des Entrepreneurs, Boy Scouts Canada 100th Anniversary Medal, CIM’s M4S Award, ACRGTQ’s Fernand Houle Award, Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal and Fraser Institute Founders’ Award.
Jim currently serves on the Boards of Quebec Veterans Foundation, Pointe-à-Callière Museum and the 1000 Islands Boat Museum.
The Order of Canada is the cornerstone of the Canadian Honours System. Since its creation in 1967, more than 8,250 people from all sectors of society have been appointed to the Order. The contributions of these trailblazers are varied, yet they have all enriched the lives of others and made a difference to Canada.
The appointments to the Order of Canada are made by the Governor General on the recommendation of the Advisory Council for the Order. It is one of Canada’s highest honours, recognizing individuals across all sectors who have made extraordinary and sustained contributions to the nation. n



