CSL mayor's walk to Trudeau Airport goes viral 

It’s all the luck of the draw, it seems. I went to Florida last month, and had no problem as I was driven to Trudeau Airport. Clear sailing. But when I returned, the driver picking me up had to wait in more than a half-hour of traffic before arriving at the departure area. That’s because of extensive work taking place, which includes the closure of the airport’s parking garage.
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It’s all the luck of the draw, it seems.
I went to Florida last month, and had no problem as I was driven to Trudeau Airport. Clear sailing.
But when I returned, the driver picking me up had to wait in more than a half-hour of traffic before arriving at the departure area. That’s because of extensive work taking place, which includes the closure of the airport’s parking garage.
(That’s right, a well-known travel hack is to wait to be picked up in the much less crowded departure area, rather than the frequently chaotic arrivals area. But I’m told the departure area is getting chaotic as well.)
When Côte St. Luc Mayor David Tordjman went on his own trip, traffic was so heavy he decided to get out and walk, recording his experience and putting it on social media.
“It’s a beautiful Montreal night, getting to the airport,” Tordjman says somewhat tongue in cheek in the video as he walks, cars lined up behind him. “I’m early, but there’s a lineup. There’s probably a good 35-minute wait from the highway to the airport. So on this brisk December night I figured I might as well get out of the car and walk it.”
Tordjman added, also tongue in cheek, that “I love that Áeroports de Montréal is working so hard to make travel a pleasant experience. You get a bit of fresh air before your long flight that may or may not be delayed.”
More seriously, he said, “there does not seem to be any contingency plan for the next six years in which they’ll be working on their parking lot and expansion of the pick up and drop off areas. Can’t wait. Again, Montreal, the ADM... disappointing.”
Tordjman told The Suburban the video received 76,000 views. There were also many comments on Facebook. Amongst the most notable:
“How about reopening Mirabel Airport [for passenger travel]?” wrote David Buzaglo. “Would diffuse the concentration of the masses from a dysfunctional location.”
“The only word for all of this is incompetence,” wrote lawyer Michael Hollander.
From former Montreal West councillor and lawyer Dino Mazzone: “YUL (Trudeau’s airport code) should mean: You’ll Usually be Late; Yet Unfinished Layout; You Underestimated the Lineup; or Your Unplanned Layover…”
And a funny one related to well-known issues in Côte St. Luc. “Forget [extending] Cavendish... extend Westminster Avenue to the airport,” wrote Mike Lipman.
Tordjman told The Suburban last week that the video “hit a nerve, and no one disputes the frustration,” reminding that the ADM “launched a major $10-billion, decade-long infrastructure plan to modernize YUL by 2035 and make it more accessible and efficient for growing passenger demand. That includes reconfiguring roads, REM integration, expanding parking and drop-off areas and even a new terminal extension, all aimed at handling up to 35 million passengers by 2035.
“But here’s the thing — while these projects sound good on paper, there’s been no clear contingency plan right now for the ongoing chaos daily travellers are experiencing, especially traffic backups and unsafe pedestrian conditions on Côte de Liesse. People are literally walking with bags on a highway in a snowstorm. That isn’t acceptable anywhere… certainly not for a city like Montreal.”
Tordjman, who has an engineering background, says a true solution requires “short-term traffic mitigation, so people aren’t stuck for hours, real security and oversight around access roads, coordinated planning with Transport Québec and municipal traffic engineers, and transparent timelines and accountability for deliverables.
“If we’re going to build the airport of tomorrow, it must work today too.” n

