CSL budget includes enhanced security

Côte St. Luc’s 2026 budget includes measures that will improve security in the city, Mayor David Tordjman told The Suburban following a brief Jan. 5 special meeting to pass the budget.
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Côte St. Luc’s 2026 budget includes measures that will improve security in the city, Mayor David Tordjman told The Suburban following a brief Jan. 5 special meeting to pass the budget.
The budget was presented in detail by Councillor Steven Erdelyi during a December council meeting. Security has been an issue in the Montreal community in light of attacks against Jewish community institutions and terrorist incidents worldwide ever since the Oct. 7. 2023 terrorist attack against Israel. Amongst these were Molotov cocktails found near the Beth Israel Beth Aaron Synagogue and near former mayor Mitchell Brownstein’s house in CSL in 2024.
Tordjman told the meeting, in general, that there will be a 1.5 percent property tax increase for the average single family home, under the rate of inflation. The previous year’s average property tax increase was 2.49 percent.
“It’s a modest increase” this year, the Mayor said. “We’re still going to increase our operations budget to account for additional public security staff, so we’ll have three shifts over seven days a week. We’re adding one staff person overnight. We’ll also be working on getting cameras in certain strategic places throughout the city to add a level of security, as well as work on our lighting...[also] relative to safety and security. That will have a direct impact on how safe people feel, as well as the actual tangible security. We’re also being more efficient on how we spend our money.”
The Mayor added that, as per the 2026 budget, “we’ll also work on additional elements for our infrastructure — roads, sewer, water, and maintaining and increasing, where we can, our services in the city, including the arena, the gym, services that residents want to see increased.”
Other highlights of the budget:
• The 1.5 percent property tax increase also applies more broadly to homes, condos and townhouses, for properties whose assessed value increased by 7.13 percent in the current valuation roll.
• There was a 3.55 percent ($2,758,500) increase in net taxation revenues, a 16.67 percent ($500,000) increase in transfer duty revenues (transfer duties are what new property owners pay), and a 21.65 percent increase ($355,000) in compensation in lieu of taxes.
• There was also a 4.41 percent increase ($4,090,190) in total revenues, to $96,800,190 this year from $92,710,000 in 2025; a 6.27 percent increase ($3,426,090) in local expenses, an estimated 1.74 percent ($664,170) increase for CSL’s agglomeration contribution and other expenses, and, as a whole, a 4.41 percent ($4,090,190) increase in total expenses, capital repayment and appropriations, local and agglomeration.
• CSL will not spread the impact of the valuation roll increase in terms of property tax over the three years of the roll, as has been done in the past. “The average increase for CSL property values [in the roll] was 7.8 percent, which was lower than the average increase for all properties on the Montreal Island — 12.2%,” says a budget summary. “The lower municipal property value increases, compared to the whole island, should reduce the impact on the Agglomeration apportionment expenses for the City of CSL for the 2026, 2027 and 2028 fiscal years.” n

