Milliard, Roy to vie for QLP leadership

With the Quebec Liberal leadership election just three months away, Charles Milliard, who came in a close second behind Pablo Rodriguez last June, has once again tossed his hat in the ring. But he is not the only one to announce his candidacy.

 By Dan Laxer
The Suburban — LJI

With the Quebec Liberal leadership election just three months away, Charles Milliard, who came in a close second behind Pablo Rodriguez last June, has once again tossed his hat in the ring. But he is not the only one to announce his candidacy.
In the leadership race last June that saw Pablo Rodriguez win the top spot with just over 52 percent of the vote, Milliard was the runner-up with nearly 48 percent.
Karl Blackburn and Marc Belanger, both of whom had also run in the last leadership race, have both announced they will not be running this time around. However, Mario Roy, who came in dead last in the first round of voting, and was eliminated in the second round, has indeed announced his intentions to run again.
Milliard is a pharmacist by training, and has an MBA. He was born and raised in Lévis, Quebec to a carpenter and a school teacher. At nearly 47 years of age, he has been politically involved for nearly 30 years; he joined the Quebec Liberal Party Youth Commission at the age of 18. Beyond that, however, he is not a seasoned politician. He had been the president of the Quebec Federation of Chambers of Commerce. And in 2024 he was invited to run for the federal Liberals in the LaSalle-Emard-Verdun riding, but refused.
Since losing the Liberal leadership race last June, he took a job teaching at the William Business School of Bishop’s University.
After the events of last month, which saw former leader Rodriguez embroiled in a handful of scandals, not the least of which was his conflict with former Saint-Laurent MNA Marwah Rizqy along with allegations of vote buying, Milliard decided to once again throw his hat into the ring.
But is he the leader that the QLP needs? Is he the Liberal leader that Quebec needs?
Milliard has gone on record as saying he is a nationalist, but also a federalist. As such, he has suggested that, with him as leader, divisive issues like identity and sovereignty will take a backseat to what he sees as issues more important to Quebecers, like healthcare, education, culture, and the cost of living.
“The Coalition d’Avenir du Quebec has had eight years to impress us,” Milliard said in a video posted to his social media accounts last week, “and nobody in Quebec is impressed by the health of our public services, or by the deficit that they have created.” And the Parti Quebecois, Milliard added, suffer from the same obsession as always: Quebec sovereignty, even though, Milliard added, what Quebecers are really concerned about is the cost of living, healthcare, education, and culture.
Milliard supports the protection of the French language and of Quebec’s secularity, but not, he has said, in the CAQ vein.
The Quebec Liberal Party needs to once again become “an indispensable political force” in Quebec that needs to propose ideas “that speak to Quebecers, to their minds, their hearts, and their pockets.”
With the provincial election a little less than nine months away, poll aggregator 338Canada.com has the QLP close behind the frontrunner Parti Québécois with the CAQ at a distant third. n

