New council rules restricts democratic participation: EMSB Parents Committee 

The English Montreal School Board Parents’ Committee issued a statement last week decrying a decision made by the Council of Commissioners to eliminate questions submitted in writing, and restrict participation at meetings to those who are physically present.
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The English Montreal School Board Parents’ Committee issued a statement last week decrying a decision made by the Council of Commissioners to eliminate questions submitted in writing, and restrict participation at meetings to those who are physically present.
At the last parents committee meeting of 2025, Joe Ortona, who is Chair of the EMSB, as well as of the Council of Commissioners, concluded question period with a statement. He acknowledged that the public had always been invited to attend meetings and to ask questions. “We’ve always respected that rule,” he said. During Covid, he went on, when people could not attend in person, they were permitted to submit questions in writing. Just as in municipal council meetings, questions submitted would be read aloud, and then answered. “That’s actually not in the rules,” Ortona said, “and this is the last month where I’m going to accept questions submitted in writing.”
Ortona’s concern would seem to be with how written questions read aloud reflect on him as Chair. “It’s been several months now that I’ve received questions that I’m not comfortable reading,” Ortona told those in attendance. “If I don’t read them, I’m accused of censorship, I’m threatened with perhaps being taken to the ethics commissioner. And if I read them, I worry that they could be misrepresented – because they are read by me – that they express my views.”
People are still permitted to attend in person, and to ask questions. “This is a public forum,” Ortona said, emphasizing the need to be respectful and to follow the rules of decorum. “But I’m not going to take any questions in writing anymore. And if people are not happy with that, well, I’m sorry. But they can make their way here, and they can ask their questions.”
That decision, reads the Parents’ Committee news release, “creates unnecessary barriers to parent participation and disproportionately excludes parents and caregivers who cannot attend in person due to work, childcare, health, or transportation constraints.”
Such restrictions, the committee says, serves to limit engagement rather than strengthening it.
Parents’ Committee chair Katherine Korakakis tells The Suburban that the decision was made without prior consultation with the commissioners. She says there is nothing wrong with putting “guardrails” in place, whether for time constraints, relevance, or other reasons. But in the absence of such guidelines, she says, the council is, rather, stifling democracy.
“Parent governance must be inclusive and reflective of the realities families face,” the Parents’ Committee statement reads. “Removing accessible participation options risks silencing committed parents and undermines the representative nature of parent involvement in public education.”

