Vote and decision taken on Dorval traffic measures 

A proposed traffic light at the intersection of Rue Martin and Bord-du-Lac (Lakeshore) was voted down at Dorval’s council meeting this month, following significant local opposition reflected in a community-led poll.
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A proposed traffic light at the intersection of Rue Martin and Bord-du-Lac (Lakeshore) was voted down at Dorval’s council meeting this month, following significant local opposition reflected in a community-led poll.
The poll results showed overwhelming resistance to the installation of a $1-million traffic light, with 94 per cent of respondents favouring either lower-cost safety measures or no change at all.
In what many residents described online as a victory for the community, council voted against the proposal. Councillors Joe Bou-Faisal (District 6) and Paul Trudeau spoke out against the costly option, while Councillor Linda Jun Lu (District 3) also voiced her support in defeating the measure.
According to the publicly available poll, a total of 247 votes were recorded, with respondents allowed to select multiple options. The results showed strong support for alternative solutions:
-Improved signage and road markings: 139 votes (56 percent)
-No change needed: 72 votes (30 percent)
-Installation of a new $1-million traffic light: 13 votes (6 percent)
The remaining votes supported other lower-cost safety measures. Overall, the poll provided a snapshot of community sentiment and helped inform discussion around proportional, evidence-based solutions for the intersection.
Not all residents were satisfied with the outcome. One Facebook commenter expressed frustration with the process, stating that no written report was presented to council outlining the rationale for the traffic light or justifying its cost, which they said included an initial $600,000 estimate plus additional unexplained expenses bringing the total closer to $1 million: “Only a verbal and anecdotal summary of ‘reasons’ was offered by the director general,” the commenter wrote. “If a deadly accident occurs at Lakeshore and Martin following this decision, it will not be because of the three councilors who voted down the motion, but because of a mayor and administration that failed to present a conclusive and irrefutable case.”
Despite differing views on the decision, many residents agreed that the intersection requires improvements. Another local resident commented that while the area is dangerous and congested, a traffic light would worsen the situation. “That intersection is such a mess. I drive and walk through it every day,” the resident wrote. “But a light is not the solution. With pickups and deliveries at a nearby business narrowing the street to one lane, a traffic light would cause major backups. Better signage, more visible pedestrian crossings with flashing lights, and occasional enforcement would be far more effective.”
Others proposed alternative ideas, including reconfiguring nearby one-way streets. One commenter suggested switching directions so traffic would travel north on Martin Street and south on George V Avenue.
While some residents described the rejected proposal as a temporary or “Band-Aid” solution, others expressed relief that the city avoided what they see as a costly and potentially ineffective long-term fix.

