West Island Pride Plays Project invites 2SLGBTQIA+ writers to share their stories 

A new community-based theatre initiative is calling on LGBTQ+ residents of Montreal’s West Island to take part in a six-month playwriting project designed to amplify queer voices and foster intergenerational connection through storytelling.
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A new community-based theatre initiative is calling on LGBTQ+ residents of Montreal’s West Island to take part in a six-month playwriting project designed to amplify queer voices and foster intergenerational connection through storytelling.
Led by theatre maker and West Island resident Trevor Barrette, the West Island Pride Plays Project is funded by the Conseil des arts de Montréal and supported by the West Island LGBTQ+ Centre. The initiative aims to bring together local LGBTQ+ adults interested in exploring personal experiences, questions of identity, and imaginative ideas through theatre.
Trevor Barrette (he/him) is a theatre maker, director, stage manager, performer, and META-nominated writer/composer and producer based in Montreal (Tio’tia:ke/Mooniyang). His joy-forward, metatheatrical, and kaleidoscopic projects aim to inspire creativity and a sense of wonder in audiences.
The project will run from late January to mid-June 2026 and will guide participants through the process of writing and developing short plays. Weekly group sessions, one-on-one dramaturgy meetings, guest-led workshops, and rehearsals with professional actors will provide all participants with practical skills in playwriting, creative expression, and collaboration. The program will culminate in a public presentation of the works in June.
According to organizers, the goal is not only to create new theatrical work, but also to build empathy and strengthen community ties by grounding the creative process in lived experience. Participants do not need prior theatre or writing experience, as the project is open to beginners as well as those with artistic backgrounds.
The call for submissions is open to LGBTQ+ community members aged 18 and over who live in the West Island. Applicants are asked to submit either a one-page cover letter or a two-minute video explaining their interest in the project, what they hope to gain from it, and the kinds of themes or stories they would like to explore. While applicants must self-identify as members of the 2SLGBTQIA+ community and as West Island residents, supporting materials such as résumés, mood boards, playlists, or other creative work are optional.
Group sessions will take place on Monday evenings from 7 to 9 p.m., beginning January 26 and running until June 8. Individual dramaturgy sessions are scheduled between February 23 and May 23, followed by workshops with actors from May 23 to June 7. A public presentation is planned for either June 13 or June 14.
All of these activities will be held at the West Island LGBTQ+ Centre, with a virtual participation option available.
Submissions must be sent by email to trevorkbarrette@gmail.com no later than January 21, at 11:59 p.m. n

