Aging Hampstead Substation to be replaced... and renamed

“We apologize to the clients,” says Hydro-Québec spokesperson Pascal Poinlane. On Saturday, January 24, at 10:37 a.m., one of the four transformers at Hydro-Québec’s Hampstead Substation blew up in a spectacular explosion, sending up plumes of smoke that could be seen for several kilometres in the morning sky. The substation, located behind Mount Sinai Hospital in the City of Côte St. Luc, is the power source for three communities.
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The loss of the transformer along with a breaker failure created the perfect storm that led to last weekend’s widespread power outage. While many of those households that lost power did get it back in relatively short order, others were in the cold and dark for longer, with still others having to deal with planned outages during subsequent repairs over the days that followed.
The transformers are supposed to be able to withstand sub-zero temperatures. But they can blow for any number of reasons related to age.
The Hampstead Substation is now 70 years old. It was originally installed in 1955 – 35 years before the Mount Sinai Hospital moved there from Ste. Agathe.

Why Hydro-Québec chose to name the substation for the adjacent community of Hampstead is unknown. But it likely has to do with the early history of both communities, and a land deal that occurred between two landowners when the communities were in their infancies.
When the substation was installed, J. Adalbert Paris was the mayor of Côte St Luc. Adalbert Avenue is named after him. He was mayor for 10 years, until 1963. In fact, The Suburban was founded in Côte St. Luc just weeks before Paris would lose a subsequent election to Samuel Moskovitch.
As many have said over the past several days, whether spokespeople from Hydro-Québec, or media pundits, the Hampstead Substation is, after 70 years, horribly out of date. There are indeed plans to rebuild it, and to rename it after Côte St. Luc.
It is supposed to be rebuilt as a covered substation, so that it is somewhat protected from the elements as, indeed, the weather was the likely culprit behind the blown transformer at the heart of the power outage.

The plans to rebuild were actually in place in 2018, but were delayed by the Covid-19 pandemic. But Hydro-Québec spokesperson Pascal Poinlane tells The Suburban that the project to rebuild “is going well.” And while some preliminary work has already begun, the actual construction will start this summer.
In 1955, most of the area was still farmland, so there was no real concern with building a hydroelectric substation there. Côte St. Luc Mayor David Tordjman says he hasn’t heard of any concerns related to building the new substation. There may have been some concern “more related to the higher transmission poles and higher tension wires,” he says, “but I think those concerns are gone now.”
Poinlane says that the new substation, which will be brought up to 315 Kilovolts from its current 120 kv, “will be ready to go in 2029.” It is one of several substations and networks on the island that needs to be “modernized,” Poinlane says. But, he adds, “it’s going to be good to go for many decades."

