Downtown restaurant owners gain hope as Roberts reveals formation of new task force

It has been a challenging few years for the Tzemopoulos brothers, Anthony, Adam and Jim. They are the owners of Reuben’s Deli & Steakhouse   on Ste. Catherine Street and Deville Dinerbar on Stanley.
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It has been a challenging few years for the Tzemopoulos brothers, Anthony, Adam and Jim. They are the owners of Reuben’s Deli & Steakhouse   on Ste. Catherine Street and Deville Dinerbar on Stanley.
The pandemic forced them to close Reuben’s for 18 months and Montreal bureaucrats even gave them grief during the shutdown about the size of the Deville terrasse. But nothing has been worse than the seemingly endless construction on Ste. Catherine Street and Stanley. Now let’s be clear: their “beef” was with the Projet Montréal administration of former Mayor Valerie Plante. During their eight years in office, they did significant damage to the health of downtown Montreal.
Before the election the brothers finally spoke up. "We've been holding back for years,” Anthony said at the time. “ We've been suffering in silence, afraid of getting on the city's bad side. But now, enough is enough [...]. It just can't go on like this."
Of course, Ensemble Montréal and Mayor Soraya Martinez Ferrada are now at City Hall. So, I asked newly minted city councillor for downtown Peter McGill, Leslie Roberts, to join me for a meeting with the brothers. Neither Leslie nor his party can undo the damage done by Plante and company. Contracts were signed for the restoration work on the 2.2 km stretch of street between the Quartier des Spectacles and Atwater Street. It has been underway since 2018. At the current pace, it should be completed between 2027 and 2029. Roberts delivered news that the new administration is forming a task force on how to fast track the work on Ste. Catherine Street any way they can, including the implementation of AI. “We are going to open new lines of communications,” he said.
Tzemopoulos was elated with Roberts’ visit. “It was such a breath of fresh air,” he said. “Just speaking to Leslie gives us motivation.”
Over the last few years Anthony said he was at a loss for words when seeing passersby, GPS apps in hand, trying to navigate their way through multiple obstacles. While fencing had been removed for the holidays, they are now back up until next November. “It's like being in the Middle Ages in the middle of a maze,” he explained. “Customers know their destination, sometimes see the restaurant in the distance, but can't get there because there are fences everywhere and the signage is inadequate. Often, because they can't get there, they end up cancelling."
As a result, since the start of construction between Mansfield and de la Montagne, Reuben’s and Deville have suffered a drop in customer traffic and revenue. In an attempt to “stop the bleeding,” Adam said that he had to make the decision to stop all new hiring. The next measure resulted in the Deville lunchtime service being discontinued.
The brothers have now introduced free indoor parking seven nights a week, from 4 pm to to 11 pm, at 1475 Stanley Street for both restaurants. This is a fantastic deal for people headed to the Bell Centre and seeking a good pre-game meal.
It was terrific to watch Councillor Roberts in action. He has been a quick study on his files and rather quickly he is making his way through the Peter McGill District and making things happen.
I remember the days pre-construction when the lineups to enjoy the Reuben’s famous smoked meat and sizzling steaks was outside the door. Roberts hopes the city can help bring that all back.

