Students can opt out of funding certain student groups

The parent of a McGill University student recently posted to social media reminding students that they can opt out of certain student fees that would otherwise go toward funding student groups whose politics they do not agree with.
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The parent of a McGill University student recently posted to social media reminding students that they can opt out of certain student fees that would otherwise go toward funding student groups whose politics they do not agree with.
He posted a screenshot of a list of groups that students do not have to fund if they choose not to. His specific concern was with those student organizations that might harbour antisemitic or anti-establishment sentiment.
While being able to opt out of funding certain student groups is not new, not all students and their families are aware of the option. In fact, as The Suburban discovered, some students are unaware of where their fees go. And many had no idea where to find the information.
“I wasn't really aware that there were all these fees,” said one Concordia student, Alexandra. “But then one day my friend had told me about it. But I'm not really sure where to check it, so it would be nice if more people knew about it and where to find it.”
Concordia University spokesperson Vannina Maestracci confirmed to The Suburban that the opt-out has been entrenched in the Quebec law that governs accreditation of student associations, and it has been in effect for 25 years.
Another student, Niko, says he pays the fees, though he prefers not to. But he says Concordia doesn’t do a good enough job informing students of the opt-out. “You go to pay your tuition, and you check, and there's a tab, and you open this tab and you're like, what the hell are all these fees? Last year I checked and I was so lost at all these things that I'm paying for that I don't even use nor want. Or clubs that I don't care about. And it's just like, why am I paying for them? And how do I opt out?”
Ines, another student, agrees. She was not aware that some fees were optional. “I don't think they are really transparent about it. It could be more advertised that you can opt out of some fees and some are mandatory. So, I think that's something they could work on.”
McGill University also confirmed the opt-out in an email to The Suburban, explaining that while “the majority of student society fees are compulsory,” and “must be approved by the student body through fee referenda according to the rules of the association or society,” other fees “are optional and students may opt out during a defined period (two weeks prior to the fee payment deadline) in September and January.”

