Longtime oyster bar on The Main attacked with antisemitic graffiti

A longtime institution on St. Laurent Blvd. downtown, the Maestro SVP oyster bar, was attacked with antisemitic graffiti saying 'you f--king Jew" in marker sometime between its closing at 10:30 p.m. Feb. 3 and 4 p.m. Feb. 4.
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A longtime institution on St. Laurent Blvd. downtown, the Maestro SVP oyster bar, was attacked with antisemitic graffiti saying 'you f--king Jew" in marker sometime between its closing at 10:30 p.m. Feb. 3 and 4 p.m. Feb. 4.
SPVM spokesperson Anne-Sophie Simard confirmed to The Suburban that police were called to the scene Feb. 4 and they found the graffiti on the door of the establishment. 
"We have no suspects and no evidence at this point," Simard said Feb. 5.
Ilene Polansky, the owner of Maestro SVP, which is set to close March 22 after 34 years in business, told The Suburban that nothing like this had ever happened before to her and her restaurant. Polansky had recently said she is closing because The Main had lost some business and that shucking oysters for nearly 35 years has taken a toll on her hands. 
Polansky said she was told that the cameras on the street were not working correctly, which would explain the lack of evidence thusfar.
"I had received a call [Feb. 4] for a reservation and someone told me they saw police there — they saw some commotion at Maestro SVP, [but] it's like they weren't paying attention," she added.
Polansky said she has no idea why her establishment was vandalized after more than three decades of business.
"It's just awful. Why did this happen? It's disgusting. It shouldn't be happening, not just to me, but many others."
As has been reported by The Suburban, not only have Jewish institutions been attacked in various ways since the Oct. 7, 2023 Hamas terrorist attack on Israel and the subsequent Israel-Hamas war but, at one time, there were calls from anti-Israel groups to boycott some restaurants and some were vandalized. Groups have also disrupted commerce at the Indigo book store downtown.
Asked if there was any indication of hostility towards her in recent days, Polansky said it is actually the opposite. "Now, it's even more touchy-feely with clients. I spend more time with them. For a lot of them, it's a last goodbye. Its a crying session most of the time. I don't really have any arguments with clients. In 34 years, I can count on two hands any arguments. But nothing has happened lately."
Also, Polansky has demonstrated her sense of humour online, as the longtime shucker of oysters responds to great reviews with a thank you and "shucks".
Polansky agrees that the timing of the incident is strange. "Whether you know I'm Jewish or not — I do have a mezuzah on the door when you come in, and I'm always making jokes about Kosher oysters. I'm known as 'the Jew who doesn't eat oysters, but sells it.'"
In fact, Polansky told Postmedia recently that she only ever ate one oyster in her life. But she doesn't think that recent article was a factor, even as it was published just two weeks prior.
She said, "I asked myself, why would it come from that? I'm not the only Jewish person who has a business on St. Laurent. One comment on Facebook was 'maybe they're mad you're closing,' which is a ridiculous comment.
"I'm closer to my clients than I've ever been. It's a sad time for me, and this makes it even sadder."

