Volunteer cat rescuers bring concerns to St. Laurent council

Dozens of volunteers who rescue and monitor cats raised concerns at the Feb. 24 St. Laurent council meeting about Proanima, the firm given a 10-year contract to handle animal management for the City of Montreal’s 19 boroughs at a centralized shelter in the east end of Montreal.

By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban —  LJI

Dozens of volunteers who rescue and monitor cats raised concerns at the Feb. 24 St. Laurent council meeting about Proanima, the firm given a 10-year contract to handle animal management for the City of Montreal’s 19 boroughs at a centralized shelter in the east end of Montreal.
Laurie Lanfer told The Suburban that the Trap-Neuter-Release community is concerned that the company, whose 10-year $158 million mandate began Jan. 1, is “releasing kittens in sub-zero weather, releasing cats into the wrong colony, euthanizing cats that could be treated, releasing cats that could be socialized, and releasing socialized cats that are lost.” The contract was granted to Proanima by the previous Plante administration.
The company told CityNews earlier this year that the accusation of euthanizing cats too soon is “highly inaccurate information” and that it does not release cats if the temperature is below -10 C. In general, they have defended their modes of operation.
St. Laurent resident Esther Dayan, who brought up allegations last year about how a resident was trapping cats that had wandered onto his property, brought up the current issue to Mayor Alan DeSousa. “Since its inauguration in January, several trappers and volunteers have noticed worrying practices they had never seen during years of collaboration with the SPCA,” Dayan said. “Cats that had just been sterilized or spayed released in the cold, errors in releasing that put animals in danger, and above all, a great lack of communication with those who ensure the monitoring of the cat colonies.”
Dayan said DeSousa has been a pillar for the TNRM community in St. Laurent, and contributed to its development in Montreal in general, and that it was built in a spirit of collaboration between the volunteers and the SPCA, who previously handled animal management for the city.
“Your voice carries real weight to make our concerns heard,” Dayan told DeSousa. “This situation deeply concerns those of us who have been working on the ground for years as volunteers. We are asking for concrete actions — to reestablish transparent collaboration and share essential data to ensure adequate monitoring of cat colonies, to allow realistic trapping periods adapted to the reality on the ground, to allow trappers to release their own cats that they have trapped, and to ensure practices that are adapted to our winter reality.”
Dayan said that a $158 million public investment in animal management “deserves exemplary standards.
“We are not here to confront. We are here to preserve a program that has proven itself, and to ensure the wellbeing of animals.”
DeSousa replied that the wellbeing of animals in St. Laurent has always been a priority, including implementation of a Trap-Neuter-Release program many years ago. “There have been all sorts of changes over time, but we have always been concerned about animal welfare, and in this case, the state of the cats.”
The Mayor also pointed out that he, and councillors Vana Nazarian and Aref Salem, raised concerns about the Plante administration’s decisions, “the methods and also the costs incurred, which we, at the time, found quite exorbitant.
“Notwithstanding our constructive comments at the time, they chose to move forward with a long-term contract, with an appropriation of money that came from our local budgets, which we had used in the past, and with an approach that was already in place.”
The Mayor said there is currently a valid contract in place that took effect Jan. 1.
“We heard what you said, and if you can provide further details regarding the animals entrusted to us, we will take the opportunity to discuss this with the relevant departments, because this isn’t something that’s handled locally. We can pass on your requests... At least we can make an effort to raise their awareness.” n



