MoWester calls for more detailed and accurate council meeting minutes

Montreal West council regular Louise Chenevert called for the minutes of council meetings to be more detailed as well as more accurate. Council minutes are the official record of proceedings, decisions, and actions taken during a public meeting.
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The Suburban —  LJI

Montreal West council regular Louise Chenevert called for the minutes of council meetings to be more detailed as well as more accurate.
Council minutes are the official record of proceedings, decisions, and actions taken during a public meeting.
Chenevert, an activist and previous council candidate, asked about the minutes from the Jan. 26 council meeting, specifically regarding the question period. She said the replies from members of council were not noted. “As far as I know from the last council, I think there’s replies to all the questions.”
Some minutes from the 2021-2025 council were checked, and there weren’t any replies recorded.
Chenevert said the questions in the minutes were presented as inquiries, with no replies.
Town clerk Claude Gilbert replied that minutes of council meetings are primarily about decisions made and bylaws passed by council.
“The summary of the question period is not standardized,” he added. “There are municipalities where the only thing that is mentioned about the question period is that it began at a certain time and ended at a certain time. In other municipalities, it will simply mention the names of the people who ask questions and nothing else. There are no municipalities where the questions and answers are reported verbatim, which would make the minutes very long.”
Gilbert added that only questions are detailed in the MoWest minutes.
“As for the answers that are given and the follow up, this is an internal matter... there is a summary of the question period, which is forwarded to staff to follow up on certain matters that were raised. Not all questions require such a follow up, but some do.”
Chenevert also said the summary of her inquiry from the Jan. 26 council meeting was inaccurate in the minutes.
The minutes summarized Chenevert’s intervention as: “provides council information regarding the future modernization of the Hampton power station. Inquires about possibility of the Town could (sic) planning an information campaign in the next few months to raise awareness about the negative effects of fireplace (sic).”
Chenevert said, “The two things that are written there, I didn’t say that. I started off saying that the person before me was referring to the Hydro substation and he said Hampton... I corrected it and I said it’s Hampstead, but here it says that I said it was Hampton. Incorrect.”
Regarding fireplaces, Chenevert said she did not bring up a possible information campaign about their negative effects. “I didn’t say that. I don’t know who did. I didn’t. The person before me didn’t say what [the minutes] said. So, it’s not very accurate. If you’re going to publish it, it should be accurate.”
Mayor Jonathan Cha said the town will take a look at the minutes and make modifications.
The Suburban checked the video of the January regular council meeting and Chenevert did indeed provide the correct name of the Hydro substation, correcting a previous questioner. She also did not bring up fireplaces.
Chenevert also pointed out that the monthly Mayor’s report is published verbatim at the end of the minutes but only the subject of the councillors’ reports on their respective portfolios is included.
Gilbert said the town is starting now to make the councillors’ reports public on the website under the category of council meetings.
“They’re not part of the minutes as such, but they are being made available... this month.”
We checked the minutes of some other councils regarding the extent of the details of their respective question periods. In Côte St. Luc, brief summaries of both the questions from the public and answers are provided. In Hampstead, it is only noted that questions were asked and responses were given. In Westmount, it is only noted that a question period took place for a particular amount of time. In Town of Mount Royal, the minutes say how many people asked questions and how long the question period lasted. n



