There is a lot of work to do: Charles Milliard

The Liberal Party of Quebec, with Charles Milliard at the helm, is running right on the heels of the Parti Québécois. The latest Leger poll on voting intentions has the QLP at 30 per cent, with the PQ just a step ahead at 31 per cent.
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The Liberal Party of Quebec, with Charles Milliard at the helm, is running right on the heels of the Parti Québécois. The latest Leger poll on voting intentions has the QLP at 30 per cent, with the PQ just a step ahead at 31 per cent.
“There’s a lot of work to do,” Milliard said in a recent interview with The Suburban. He spoke with a measured, confident tone, addressing issues of language, sovereignty, and the Anglophone community.
News broke, last week, that the Office québécois de la langue française will be carrying out a new undercover operation, as it were, visiting nearly 8,000 stores in and around Montreal – at a cost of about $350,000 – to check up on the language of service.
“This is another example of probably too much power of the OQLF,” Milliard said. He agrees with Mayor Soraya Martinez Ferrada that Montreal is a Francophone city. “But the way we want to promote French,” he says, “is not by coercion.” He blames Bill 96 for the OQLF plan. “There are administrative burdens that we need to take out from Bill 96,” he says, because it has not led to a huge improvement for French as the language of businesses in Quebec.
Milliard lives in North Hatley, in the Eastern Townships riding of Orford, which he will represent in the next election. The town is almost evenly split between French and English, “a very nice mix of both our communities,” Milliard says. Orford was a Liberal riding for 75 years, except for the last two mandates. “So, I think it’s time that the Liberal Party of Quebec returns to Estrie.”
Finance minister Eric Girard recently said that another sovereignty referendum would be an economic burden on the province. Inasmuch as Paul St. Pierre Plamondon disagreed, the PQ leader has gingerly backed away, of late, from his intention to hold a third referendum, citing concerns over U.S. tariffs and the war with Iran. Milliard dismissed Plamondon’s “concerns” as “political marketing.” He feels politicians need to be clearer about where they stand. “I do not want to run a ‘no’ side,” he says, “because I don’t want a referendum. But should there be one,” he adds, “Quebecers need to know that the only political leader right now that is clear about his attachment to Canada is myself and the Liberal Party of Quebec.”
Milliard says he understands that the Anglophone community feels taken for granted. He says he is committed to forging a new kind of relationship with the community, “so that your concerns become my concerns.” And he would like to see Anglophones represented in the National Assembly, not just as voters, but as part of the QLP team.
He admits that the Conservative Party is “gaining momentum.” So, he wants to make sure the Anglophone community “feels at home at the Parti Liberal du Québec,” regardless of previous political affiliation.
He is also working to attract voters from the Francophone community. “I’m one of them,” Millard says, admitting that “the people that we need to convince to come back to the party are actually my family, my friends, my neighbours.”
As for secularism, Milliard references the 2008 Bouchard-Taylor Commission on reasonable accommodation as being closer to his own views. He says he will not renew the Notwithstanding Clause in 2029, but will also wait to see what the Supreme Court has to say. “We live in a state of laws, and we should be proud of that,” he says, adding “every law is challengeable in our democracy.” n



