Contract to fix Ellerdale finally approved

The Hampstead town council voted at the March 9 council meeting to award a $990,000 contract to Roxboro Excavation to rehabilitate Ellerdale Road, which has long been known for its many potholes.
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The Hampstead town council voted at the March 9 council meeting to award a $990,000 contract to Roxboro Excavation to rehabilitate Ellerdale Road, which has long been known for its many potholes.
The road, especially near Côte St. Luc Road, is considered to be one of the worst on the island of Montreal.
As has been reported by The Suburban on many occasions, fixing the very bumpy stretch of road has been a complicated issue because the road is above a very old Montreal water main which supplies most of Hampstead’s water. Previously, it had been thought that any work Hampstead would do would trigger a catastrophic flood.
But last year, the City of Montreal offered the town, in writing, legal protection if anything happens to its very old pipe beneath the surface of the street.
“This is a major victory for our residents — Hampstead will not bear the risk,” Levi said at the time.
The work is expected to take place this spring and summer. Levi said at the March meeting that the process to finally move forward was “long and tedious, and we’re finally getting it done, a decade later. It is getting done $300,000 under budget, which is great news. The plan — we’ll know more in the coming days — is to commence in June, and it will last about two months. We’re going to be sending a lot of messaging to our residents and users of Ellerdale on detours.”
Levi added that “there’s going to be a lot of coordination with CDN-NDG and the SPVM, the fire department, and all other stakeholders. I just want to mention that it’s going to be two months of detours, please be patient as the work progresses.”
Resident Vanessa Blandford, who ran in last year’s municipal election on former mayor William Steinberg’s team, asked Levi to explain the full scope of the work on Ellerdale, “given the current condition of the street, including potholes that have become quite deep in several areas.
“People were taking pictures of them today [March 9]. It suggests that the underlying road base may be failing rather than it just being a surface issue. Will the project involve a full reconstruction of the road structure, including the base and sub-base, or primarily resurfacing?”
Blandford also asked how the town is “going to ensure that the work lasts more than a few years, especially while coordinating with the City of Montreal regarding the water main.
“Basically, my concern is that we fix it, like Albion was done, which is already showing wear, and then you’re beholden to the City of Montreal because that guarantee about the water main is only for this current work. And you told me last time that regardless of the depth, it was a worry for the water main.”
Levi responded that the road rehabilitation for Ellerdale “is not like other roads.
“Road rehabilitation work that has been done in the past, basically, generally speaking, the road resurfacing that we do throughout the town every year is just that road resurfacing. We do some scarification, we put down new asphalt. This particular project is much more comprehensive. The concrete base will be redone in its entirety, all 600 metres of the strip. We have engineers we have engaged, we have an engineering study, we have a report.”
Levi added that the engineering firm will “be working hand-in-hand with the contractor who’s going to be carrying out the work, and there’s going to be coordination with the City of Montreal. So, there’s going to be a lot of parties involved watching this. This is not like a typical road resurfacing work.” n



