Hampstead winter carnival cancelled because 'no one comes': Mayor

Several Hampstead residents have taken note recently that the annual winter carnival did not take place this year, and Luc Vernhes took the opportunity of last week’s council meeting to ask why.
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Several Hampstead residents have taken note recently that the annual winter carnival did not take place this year, and Luc Vernhes took the opportunity of last week’s council meeting to ask why.
Vernhes, who ran for council in last year’s municipal election, also pointed out that the cost of accessing the Hampstead Park swimming pool has increased over the years.
“At the end of the day, we think it’s the responsibility of the city to put on some activities for the citizens, so we are just disappointed,” the resident added.
Mayor Jeremy Levi said he agreed, but he then asked Vernhes if he attended last’s year’s winter carnival. The resident said he attended the 2024 event.
“That basically proves my point,” the Mayor said. “Nobody shows up, generally, to the winter carnival, so you have basically maybe 50 people from the town that would show up.”
Levi added that the issue is not only about what the event costs to put on, on the day of the event. “It’s all of the administrative effort involved with planning for that day. So, what we decided to do is, and we’ve had discussions internally, we wanted to reallocate resources where people will actually make use of events that we plan. So there’s no point in putting through the carnival like it was.”
Levi also pointed out that he attended last year’s carnival.
“It was freezing cold, it was like -20 degrees, and what we’ve discovered over the past few winters, if it’s freezing cold and there’s a winter carnival, people will not show up. If it’s a beautiful day and it’s a winter carnival, people will go skiing. So it was a no-win situation.”
The Mayor added that “it wasn’t that we wanted to take it away, it was, is this the best possible use of our resources? This particular day that the Winter Carnival was supposed to be on, again, it was like a second Sunday, it was -25 degrees also. So that really is the only reason. If people show up to the carnival, we would be happy to do it, but there’s no point in having these events that people don’t show up to. That was the reason.”
Vernhes asked if residents might be asked what events they would like the town to hold.
The mayor said this was the case, “absolutely.
“We have our new councillor of parks and recreation, working with our director of parks and recreation, and, after the election, I had a meeting with all the directors, and this was my emphasis. I said, let’s focus when it comes to events, let’s take stock and take note of who from Hampstead is actually participating in these events. Let’s not just make this an academic exercise for the sake of saying that we’re doing programming. If people are not attending the programming that we’re making, we have to change the programming.” n



