New school finally coming to The Triangle

The Triangle is finally getting the school they were promised… more than 15 years later. The Centre de services scolaire de Montréal announced last month that the Quebec Ministry of Education has authorized the construction of a new elementary school in the sector of the Côte-des-Neiges-NDG borough called The Triangle (because of its triangular-shaped borders of de la Savane, Jean Talon, and Mountain Sights).
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Last October, leading up to the municipal election that brought Ensemble Montréal to City Hall, The Suburban reported on the fight to get the neighbourhood the school it had promised.
At the time, Ensemble Montréal held a rally in the sector’s Saidye Bronfman Park urging the government to live up to its commitment to families who had moved into the neighbourhood with the understanding that there would be a school.
However, last year, the CAQ imposed a moratorium on 10 school construction projects in the province, including the one that had been promised to the Triangle.
Projet Montréal had also held an event at the time. The difference between the two parties was that Projet Montréal told the community it had done all it could, that the rest was up to the province, while Ensemble Montréal said it would keep working on it.
In June of last year, the province had announced $570 million in education cuts. After strong and widespread backlash, they tossed in a re-investment of $540 million that came with conditions. However, the news release announcing the new school is crediting “funding from the Ministry of Education as part of the Quebec infrastructure plan.” Sonia LeBel said the government had been investing the school construction since 2018, and had increased its budget to $23.5 million. Collaboration between the ministry and school organizations, she said, will “allow us to move forward with this project.”
Political leaders in the community where The Triangle is located are pleased, though. “Families in The Triangle have been waiting for this announcement for a long time,” says D’Arcy McGee MNA Elizabeth Prass. “I am very pleased to see this elementary school project moving forward.”
Mont-Royal-Outremont MNA Michelle Setlawke is “delighted” with what she referred to as the “relaunch” of The Triangle school project. Building a school in the sector is “essential,” she said, “a priority issue” she has been working toward since she was elected to the riding in 2022.
CDN-NDG interim borough mayor Sonny Moroz, who is also the councillor of the Snowdon district where The Triangle is situated, says the school is a step forward that will “meet an urgent need” for families in the neighbourhood.
There is, as yet, no details as to the timeline for construction or the location of the school. n



