Journalists got it wrong

The English Montreal School Board finds itself once again embroiled in controversy on two more fronts. One was based on the error of one journalist, perpetuated by another.
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The English Montreal School Board finds itself once again embroiled in controversy on two more fronts. One was based on the error of one journalist, perpetuated by another.
The error has to do with the International March of the Living, an annual trip commemorating the Holocaust. For nearly four decades, cohorts of Jewish youth and young adults not just from Montreal, but from all over have been taking the trip to Poland where, on Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day), they participate in a silent march from Auschwitz to Birkenau.
The trip ordinarily culminates with an arrival in Israel to mark the experience with celebration of the resilience of the Jewish people. However, this year the Israel leg of the trip has been cancelled due to the unrest in the region.
It was reported last week by two independent journalists that the EMSB was sending kids into a warzone, or so the two believed. That, and the story of the Royal West Academy student who had been suspended for posting “Fk Israel” on her social media, had a group of about 20 protestors outside the EMSB offices on Fielding last Tuesday, March 17.
The two journalists had published their stories, with one copying the other, after the EMSB communications team posted an Instagram video touting the participation of three EMSB students and a teacher on the March of Living. Beyond that, the board has nothing to do with the trip. Nor is it sending the students on it.
One of the journalists has since retracted his error, admitting he was wrong, but still posted a video questioning the board’s judgement in even endorsing the trip at all, raising the accusations of genocide levelled against Israel. The trip, again, is held to commemorate the Holocaust. And the Israel portion has been cancelled.
“It’s unfortunate that current circumstances do not allow us to send students to Israel as part of the March of the Living,” said Yair Szlak, president and CEO of Federation CJA. “There’s considerable understanding, and obviously disappointment, among students, parents, and staff. We hope to be able to safely return to Israel and continue our usual programming as quickly as possible.”
This is not the first time the Israel portion has been cancelled. Last year, some groups decided not to go due to the ongoing Israel-Hamas war. And there were three years in a row where the trip was cancelled outright, due to the war in Ukraine and because of Covid-19.
The protest was originally supposed to have been a held outside Royal West Academy, cause for concern given that it was to take place during regular school hours while students would still have been present.
The decision to protest outside the EMSB was also contentious, being that the board offices are right around the corner from Royal Vale School, considered too close for comfort for some parents.
With regard to the Royal West student who had been suspended, a point of contention was that the National Student Ombudsman had ruled that the suspension was unjustified. The board had apparently forgotten to notify the student and her family of that fact.
The student’s suspension was to be served at school on a pedagogical day so that she would not miss any classes. Last November, in the wake of the incident, the school was vandalized with graffiti. While the girl’s mother did support her daughter, she had publicly condemned the vandalism.
The EMSB has declined to provide any comment.



