Aut. 520: Detouring in construction circles

Work on the reconstruction of the Autoroute 520 (CDL) overpass spanning Highway 13 is entering a new phase, with officials announcing that construction is set to ramp up this week following a complex preparatory process.
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Work on the reconstruction of the Autoroute 520 (CDL) overpass spanning Highway 13 is entering a new phase, with officials announcing that construction is set to ramp up this week following a complex preparatory process.
The project, which has included relocating numerous utility infrastructure elements, marks a significant step forward as the construction site begins to be gradually deployed. The work is expected to intensify over the coming weeks as crews move into the next stages of the operation.
An accelerated construction method will be used to install three new structures, a move aimed at minimizing disruption to road users in a heavily travelled sector. Despite that effort, several traffic interruptions will be required over the course of the project, and authorities say those disruptions will be announced as soon as possible to allow motorists to plan accordingly.
The method, known as “Accelerated Bridge Construction (ABC)”, will allow for the demolition of the existing structure and the positioning of three new ones in their final location within approximately five days. Officials describe the approach as both efficient and well suited to the constraints of the site.
They say the technique is made possible through extensive preparation, including the prefabrication of components for the future bridges in a factory, which began last fall. The new structures are also being assembled on an adjacent site, allowing for faster installation once the existing overpass is removed.
The ABC method ensures durability equivalent to that of conventional construction and was selected as the right method for this location. It is also expected to minimize the overall impact of the work and reduce the number of closures and construction phases required in an area that sees high traffic volumes and a significant proportion of heavy vehicles.
In general, all lanes will remain open during the day on weekdays in an effort to limit congestion and maintain traffic flow during peak periods.
However, to demolish the existing structure and position the new ones, a special closure of Highways 13 and 520 for approximately five days will be required. That closure is scheduled for the fall and is expected to be one of the most significant disruptions associated with the project.
In the meantime, on-site preparations will necessitate several nighttime and weekend closures on Highway 13, Aut. 520, Côte de Liesse Road, and the interchange, beginning at the end of March.
Key steps to be completed in the coming months include the preparation of approaches along Aut. 520, the construction of new foundations beneath the existing structure, and the assembly of the future structures at the edge of the construction site. The work will also involve the demolition of the current structure and the positioning of the three new ones during the planned special closure, followed by finalizing approaches and other complementary interventions.
Before heading out, motorists are advised to consult Québec 511, a practical tool for planning trips and staying informed about road conditions and closures.
The ministry thanked road users for their co-operation and reminded them that, for the safety of both drivers and workers, respecting posted signage remains essential throughout the duration of the work. n



