Jean Lapierre to receive National Assembly honour posthumously

Jean Lapierre, the former federal cabinet minister, Outremont Liberal MP, and longtime political commentator whose media appearances were considered essential listening in French and English, will be posthumously honoured April 14 with the National Assembly's President's Medal.
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Jean Lapierre, the former federal cabinet minister, Outremont Liberal MP, and longtime political commentator whose media appearances were considered essential listening in French and English, will be posthumously honoured April 14 with the National Assembly's President's Medal.
Lapierre is the seventh person to be honoured with the award since it was first presented in 2008.
The President's Medal is described on the National Assembly website as the "highest distinction awarded by the person holding the office of President of the National Assembly.
"This honour is bestowed upon Quebec or foreign individuals who, in an exceptional manner, deserve the recognition of all members of the National Assembly and the Quebec population, because they have accomplished a remarkable act or have had an extraordinary career."
Lapierre, who attracted numerous listeners with his appearances with such media personalities as Paul Arcand in French on 98.5 FM and Aaron Rand on CJAD 800, and to whom he provided frequent scoops, tragically passed away March 29, 2016 in a plane crash while on his way to the funeral of his father in the Magdelen Islands. Seven were killed, also including his wife Nicole Beaulieu, his sister, and two brothers. Montrealers will remember Rand's emotional live broadcast on the day Lapierre was killed.
The National Assembly website describes Lapierre as "a man of heart and integrity, a man of the people [who] enjoyed an unparalleled political and media career.
"Chief of staff at 21, Member of Parliament at 23, and cabinet minister at 28, Mr. Lapierre also co-founded a new political party (the Bloc Québécois) in the early 1990s and served as Quebec lieutenant in the 2000s. The federal Member of Parliament for Shefford from 1979 to 1992, and then for Outremont from 2004 to 2007, he navigated challenges and transformations with passion and conviction."
The bio adds that "for over 20 years, as a political analyst and commentator on radio and television, Mr. Lapierre used humour and intelligence to explain complex issues simply.
"A larger-than-life personality, he made a lasting contribution to our democratic life by making it accessible to a wide audience. A decade after his death, Quebec still remembers his boundless generosity, his infectious laughter, and his radiant nature."
Also, the National Assembly Medal will be awarded April 14 to Tommy Kulczyk, well known in the community for his many years with the Sun Youth Organization and the Breakfast Club of Canada.
The National Assembly website points out that "for the past 45 years, Tommy Kulczyk has consistently dedicated himself to the common good and improving the lives of vulnerable populations, combining community involvement, selflessness, and a spirit of sharing.
"From the 1980s onward, for 35 years, he played a pivotal role with the organization Sun Youth, where he notably created several impactful programs and served as Director of Emergency Services and Communications. After being elected city councillor in Saint-Jérôme and then appointed Children's Commissioner for the City of Montreal,  Kulczyk joined the Breakfast Club of Canada and, in 2022, became its President and CEO. For the past 45 years, Tommy Kulczyk has consistently dedicated himself to the common good and improving the lives of vulnerable populations, combining community involvement, selflessness, and a spirit of sharing."
When Kulczyk announced his retirement in 2025, "his unifying and transformative leadership was praised by many, as was his legacy in favour of an ever more just and caring society, a society that brightens and nurtures the full potential of its children."
Other National Assembly medal recipients will include former Superior Court of Quebec and Court of Appeal Judge Louise Otis, who is now president of the administrative tribunals of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development; and Françoise Sullivan, who has been a painter, dancer, choreographer, photographer, sculptor, conceptual artist, and writer.



