Bill 9 raises serious concerns for the rights of Quebec women and girls

The Canadian Muslim Forum says the adoption of Quebec’s Bill 9 secularism legislation marks another difficult moment for the rights and dignity of Quebecers, particularly women and girls.
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The Canadian Muslim Forum says the adoption of Quebec’s Bill 9 secularism legislation marks another difficult moment for the rights and dignity of Quebecers, particularly women and girls.
Introduced in late 2025, Bill 9 strengthens provincial secularism laws by banning public prayer in institutions such as universities, schools, and hospitals. It extends the existing ban on religious symbols to daycare workers, prohibits public bodies from offering religious-specific menus, and narrows the ability to request religious accommodations. The legislation also requires individuals to keep their faces uncovered when receiving services from, or working in, education and childcare bodies under public authority. The law defines “religious practice” broadly, including overt prayers in public settings.
The forum warns that the expanded restrictions on faith and expression disproportionately affect women whose faith is expressed through religious attire, placing their rights, personal integrity, and economic self-reliance at risk.
“Using a special interpretation of secularism to limit Quebecers’ full citizenship rights risks deepening divisions in our society,” said Samer Majzoub of the Canadian Muslim Forum.
The organization says secularism should protect state neutrality and individual freedoms, not exclude citizens from fully participating in public life. It is calling on policymakers to ensure Quebec’s approach to secularism remains inclusive, respects rights, and supports the participation of all citizens, including women and girls of faith.
The bill has drawn criticism from other groups, including the Canadian Civil Liberties Association, which says it marginalizes minorities, including Muslim, Sikh, and Jewish individuals, forcing them to choose between their faith and their profession or education.
The National Council of Canadian Muslims (NCCM) was among the groups to speak on the first day of consultations into the bill and one of the organizations that challenged Bill 21 before the courts in February. The NCCM expressed concern that Bill 9 misinterprets the concept of secularism by targeting visible religious minorities instead, rather than protecting public neutrality and individual freedoms. At the time, Liberal MNA Madwa-Nika Cadet also criticized the bill as “a solution to a non-existent problem and a distraction from ‘real issues’ like the healthcare system and the cost of living.”
The Canadian Muslim Forum also emphasizes its broader mission to build a thriving community actively engaged on political, social, and media levels, to raise awareness of the importance of civic engagement and volunteering, to represent the common and collective interests of the Muslim community and all communities, and promote and protect civil rights in Quebec, Canada, and beyond. “Countering discrimination and Islamophobia is by no means an easy task,” the forum said. “But through cooperation and community empowerment, we believe progress is possible.”
The organization encourages Canadians to learn more about its initiatives and consider supporting its efforts to strengthen community ties and inclusion. n


