Parking squeeze looms at REM stations

A growing shortage of parking at stations on the Réseau express métropolitain (REM) is leaving commuters scrambling for access, with many warning the daily search for a spot is becoming increasingly unsustainable.
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A growing shortage of parking at stations on the Réseau express métropolitain (REM) is leaving commuters scrambling for access, with many warning the daily search for a spot is becoming increasingly unsustainable.
Free park-and-ride spaces — once a key incentive to attract riders — are now in short supply across the network, often filling up before the morning rush. At stations such as Sunnybrooke REM Station and Pierrefonds–Roxboro REM Station, commuters say available spots are taken early, forcing late arrivals to pay or look elsewhere.
“It’s becoming a race,” said one West Island commuter. “If you’re not there well before rush hour, you won’t find anything free.”
Paid parking expands
Paid parking is now in place at several REM stations and continues to expand. Daily rates are about $10, with monthly passes exceeding $120. Payments are handled through the Indigo Neo app, with no on-site payment terminals.
For many riders, the added cost — on top of transit fares — is a growing concern.
“That’s almost the same as what I pay to take the train,” another commuter said. “You’re paying twice just to get to work.”
Uneven access across stations
Parking availability varies widely across the network. The Brossard REM Station offers the largest park-and-ride lot, with a mix of free and paid spaces, while stations such as Kirkland REM Station have more limited capacity, including spaces reserved for local residents.
At the Panama and Bois-Franc REM Stations, a combination of regular, accessible and carpool-designated parking is available, but demand continues to exceed supply, particularly for free spaces.
Growing pressure
As REM ridership increases, pressure on station parking is expected to intensify. Without improvements to access — whether through expanded parking or better feeder transit — commuters say the challenge will persist.
For now, many are structuring their mornings around parking availability rather than train schedules.
“The train works well,” one commuter said. “It’s everything before you board it that’s the problem.”
Commuters are adjusting their routines, with many riders now arriving before 7 a.m. to secure parking, while others opt to pay or explore alternatives such as bus connections. In many suburban areas, however, limited transit options mean driving remains the most practical way to reach REM stations. Transportation observers say the situation highlights a gap between the system’s rapid expansion and the infrastructure needed to support access.
“Park-and-ride facilities are meant to support transit use, not become a bottleneck,” said one analyst. “If access is difficult or costly, it risks discouraging ridership.”
Meanwhile, upcoming closures are scheduled for the REM this month.



