CÉGEP de Saint-Laurent's French-language program ends in May

CÉGEP de Saint-Laurent's French-language program, primarily for newcomers to Quebec, will be closing its doors at the end of May, after 20 years of existence, the school announced. 

By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban — LJI

CÉGEP de Saint-Laurent's French-language program, primarily for newcomers to Quebec, will be closing its doors at the end of May, after 20 years of existence, the school announced. A memo from the CEGEP sent April 10 says the closure is taking place because of renovations taking place that necessitates the closure of two buildings, which means some of its classes will take place in another location. "The relocation costs are significant, the level of activity in the medium term cannot be guaranteed, and the improvements made to rented spaces would be irretrievable," the memo says.
The CSN union denounced this announcement in a statement released April 11, saying that the closure is taking place "while the Quebec government claims to want to protect the French language and promote the integration of newcomers.
"For the CSN (Confederation of National Trade Unions), this means the loss of about 15 positions, including instructors and other professionals," the statement adds. "For Quebec, it's an inexplicable setback. It's worth recalling that the CAQ (Coalition Avenir Québec) government boasted, with a slogan to back it up, that when it comes to immigrants, 'we need to take in fewer of them, but take care of them.'"
The CSN added that the French-language program is "so beneficial to integration. "This closure also highlights the deplorable state of many CEGEPs, since the lack of usable space is one of the factors that led to the end of French-language courses at CÉGEP de Saint-Laurent."
The union also accused Immigration, Francization and Integration Minister Jean-François Roberge of being "out of touch with reality" in saying he had "'regained 'control' over the waiting list for French language training, citing the decline in immigration as a prime example. "French language groups are being dissolved, workers are losing their jobs, and the socio-economic integration of immigrants who want to contribute to Quebec society is being jeopardized."
The CSN is calling on the new CAQ Premier to "reverse this decision and commit to maintaining French-language training so that all newcomers learn French. "This is important for the future of the French language in Quebec, but also to promote integration into the workforce,” stated Caroline Senneville, the CSN's president.
Benoit Lacoursière, president of the Fédération nationale des enseignantes et des enseignants du Québec-CSN, blamed the outdated state of the CEGEP's buildings on "several years of government underinvestment in infrastructure maintenance. "Who pays for the consequences of this underfunding? A vulnerable population and half a dozen facilitators committed to an essential social mission."
Frédéric Brun, president of the Fédération des employés-es de services publics-CSN, stated that the Auditor General of Quebec had warned that the majority of educational institutions "were in poor condition and that the investments already planned would not be enough to reverse their significant deterioration. "The situation is not improving. The government is acting irresponsibly by letting things continue as they are."



