Montrealers observe Yom Hazikaron
 
Hundreds of Montrealers filled the Gelber Centre April 20 for the annual Yom Hazikaron ceremony, presented by the Israeli consulate in Montreal and Federation CJA, and honouring Israeli soldiers killed in battle as well as the victims of terrorism.
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Hundreds of Montrealers filled the Gelber Centre April 20 for the annual Yom Hazikaron ceremony, presented by the Israeli consulate in Montreal and Federation CJA, and honouring Israeli soldiers killed in battle as well as the victims of terrorism.
The event included stories recounted of the fallen, the lighting of a memorial candle, music, a moment of silence while a siren was heard, and the reciting of the Tehilim by Rabbi Alan Bright of Shaare Zedek Synagogue. Another speaker was Samantha Mintz Vineberg, first Vice-Board Chair of Federation CJA. Numerous dignitaries were on hand, amongst them D'Arcy McGee MNA Elisabeth Prass, as well as Côte Saint-Luc Mayor David Tordjman and members of his council.
Israeli Consul-General Eliaz Luf pointed out that as of April 20, there had been, since Israel's independence in 1948, 25,648 fallen soldiers and 5,313 innocent civilian victims of terrorism.
"Each of those people were heroes in their own way, and each of these people had their own story," he said. "Behind every person, there is a name, a face, a family, a future that was taken too soon. These are not just statistics. They are sons and daughters, parents, brothers, friends, sisters, whose lives matter deeply and whose absence is felt every day."
The Consul-General added that "we remember the sacrifices that are made to create and maintain a Jewish homeland, from the beginning of Zionism in the 19th century until today.
"We cherish in our hearts the members of the Israel Defense Forces and the victims of terror, including some from right here in Montreal. We pay our respects and give honours to all the victims. This is the price that we pay for our freedom."
Luf added that those who fell, in action or though terrorism, are honoured "not only by looking back, but by how we choose to move forward, by supporting one another, standing up to antisemitism wherever it appears, and continuing to stand strong and proud with the State of Israel. As we see, the very existence of Israel is continuously being challenged.
"We don't have the luxury to give up the struggle, and we will never give up the struggle, to the sorrow of our enemies."
Raquel Look, whose son Alexandre — a longtime Côte Saint-Luc resident — was killed by Hamas terrorists on Oct. 7, 2023 while defending others, was the MC of the commemoration.
"For my family, for Alain and me, and for my daughter, every day since Oct. 7 has been marked by profound pain — losing Alexandre so brutally was a wound that will never heal," she said.
Look added that Israel continues to live under an existential threat.
"The ongoing conflict with Iran and its network of evil proxies is not about borders or politics. It is about the right of the Jewish state to exist. At the same time, we are witnessing a disturbing global rise in antisemitism, not just in distant places, but on our streets, on our campuses, and within institutions that should know better. History has taught us that silence is never neutral. It is a choice, and it is a choice that we cannot afford."
She also expressed appreciation to President Donald Trump and the United States "for their enduring partnership with Israel.
"In moments of profound uncertainty, allyship matters. Moral clarity matters. Standing with Israel matters. Not only for the Jewish people, but for all who believe in democracy, freedom, and confronting evil without hesitation. Most of all, we are grateful to our brave IDF soldiers, whose courage, discipline, and sacrifice continue to protect Israel's citizens and its very existence."


