Young writers honoured at CSL Margles contest

The third annual Roslyn and Max Margles Young Writers Contest, honouring aspiring authors and presented by the Côte Saint-Luc Public Library and sponsored by Babar Books, was held on May 6 at the city's Aquatic and Community Centre.
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The third annual Roslyn and Max Margles Young Writers Contest, honouring aspiring authors and presented by the Côte Saint-Luc Public Library and sponsored by Babar Books, was held on May 6 at the city's Aquatic and Community Centre.
In 2022, the Max Margles Children’s Library at the Bernard Lang Civic Centre was inaugurated, following a $500,000 donation by his wife Roslyn Margles for children’s library programming.
On hand for this year’s event were Roslyn Margles, councillors Lior Azerad, Steven Erdelyi and Jamie Fabian, CSL Public Library director Janine West, CSL children’s librarian Bronwen Cathey and, new for this year, judges Hala Tahboub, a children's book illustrator and author, and Myra Shuster, a writer, lawyer, and mediator. The third judge, Carol-Ann Hoyte, a longtime stalwart of the children's book industry, was not able to attend.
West thanked Margles "for her generosity and continued support of this writing contest.
"Her dedication to children’s literacy is an inspiration, and the library is grateful for the quality of children’s programming that we have been able to provide because of her sponsorship."
West also thanked CSL council and the young participant writers.
"Their creativity and imagination remind us that stories have the power to inspire, connect, and open new worlds."
Azerad told the full audience of writers and their families that "events like this remind us how powerful stories can be — how they inspire us and bring people together.
"Côte Saint-Luc has always placed great value on learning and community, and our library is truly one of its cornerstones. It’s a place where curiosity grows and creativity begins... This Young Writers’ Award is about more than just writing — it’s about having the courage to express your ideas and share your voice."
Margles thanked the young writers for "participating and supporting a project which is very dear to my heart.
"Although we don’t give it much thought, writing well is really a powerful tool. Some people call it a superpower — a superpower which will be helpful to you in all phases of your life... A long time ago, a brave young writer, Anne Frank wrote, 'I can shake off everything as I write... my sorrows disappear... my courage is reborn.' A superpower, indeed."
This year's winners were, for Grades 3 and 4:
First place: The Family Reunion by Riley Blend, praised for its energy and vivid scenes and "smooth shifts between two points of view."
Second place: Let's Save Gosica by Elise Painchaud, described as having an "adventurous plot, magical world-building, and lively dialogue."
Third place: I Wonder by Gabriela Oroc, described as a story that "transformed a familiar moment into an imaginative journey."
Honourable mention: Arthur Makes the Team by Jordyn Gottlieb, described as a "warm, heartfelt story."
For Grades 5 and 6:
First place: The Bookworm, the Compass and the Oak Tree by repeat winner Cordelia King, praised for having strong writing and a well-developed plot.
Second place: Le Journal Intime de Clea by repeat winner Adèle Mechache, described as a "touching exploration of friendship and honesty."
Third place: A Magical Tale by Shira Wisbaum, described as "engaging from start to finish."
Honourable mentions: The Little Ice Cream Shop by Lily Szraibman, described as an "imaginative story with warm characters and meaningful themes", and Rivka: Story of a Brave Girl by Maya Isuster, a "powerful historical narrative," as well as "emotional, well-developed and deeply impactful."



