Saint-Laurent's role is to promote peace and harmony: mayor

The role of the Saint-Laurent administration is to promote peace and harmony amongst the 166 ethnicities living in the borough, Mayor Alan DeSousa told an anti-Israel activist at the May 5 council meeting.
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The role of the Saint-Laurent administration is to promote peace and harmony amongst the 166 ethnicities living in the borough, Mayor Alan DeSousa told an anti-Israel activist at the May 5 council meeting.
DeSousa was responding to a woman, Marwa, who did not provide her full name and whose face was mostly covered. The woman said she is a member of a Montreal group opposing apartheid, and accused Israel of perpetrating that practice.
The activist cited Montreal's 1987 resolution opposing apartheid in South Africa and motion to withdraw municipal contracts from companies compliant with apartheid.
She then cited a law recently passed by its Knesset for the death penalty to apply to Palestinians convicted in military courts of terrorist attacks resulting in death. She also claimed that Israel's system does not guarantee a fair trial.
Marwa demanded that Saint-Laurent denounce Israel, declare itself anti-apartheid and apply boycott, divestment, and sanctions (BDS).
DeSousa responded that Saint-Laurent's elected officials and administration "have an obligation to ensure that everyone on our territory lives in peace and harmony.
"In all my years of service, and I speak for myself and I can speak on behalf of my other colleagues, we have always favoured living together. We work hard to ensure peace, respect, and harmony [so] our territory can continue to reign, despite the various conflicts all over the world."
Presuming the questioner was a Saint-Laurent resident, DeSousa said Marwa must be "surely aware of the actions we have taken against discrimination, for peace, and harmony. So we limit our efforts to the actions for which we are in control, here in Saint-Laurent. I hope we can be an example, in a small way, to other people around the world. This has always been our position."
Marwa then questioned Councillor Vana Nazarian, saying April 24 was the day of commemoration of the Armenian genocide. The activist said May 15 is the commemoration of what anti-Israel activists call the Nakba, meaning "disaster," when Israel attained its independence in 1948 and was attacked by its Arab neighbours and, during that conflict, Palestinians were displaced — some fled, some were expelled.
The activist asked Nazarian if she would recognize the "Nakba", and support raising the Palestinian flag in Saint-Laurent.
Nazarian responded that it is painful to see what is happening in the world, in general.
"Regardless of my opinion, I think I have a role as a councillor here to ensure that my residents feel represented, feel they have a place and feel safe in our community. I sympathize with all the communities and all the families who are affected [by the global conflicts]. There are many here in our territory and in Montreal."



