Benny & Fils not kosher enough for MK?

A controversy, not to say battle, erupted online, last week, when a kosher certification agency made the very public declaration that a favourite Montreal restaurant had had its kosher certification summarily revoked.
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A controversy, not to say battle, erupted online, last week, when a kosher certification agency made the very public declaration that a favourite Montreal restaurant had had its kosher certification summarily revoked.
Benny & Fils on Queen Mary is absolutely still kosher. But their kosher certification now comes from a different authority.
MK Kosher Certification Agency, which bills itself as “The Gold Standard” of kashrut (Jewish dietary law) posted on its social media that it had revoked the restaurant’s kosher certification “due to violations of our kashrut standards.”
The source of the controversy is the baguettes that Benny & Fils serves in its restaurants. “We’ve been buying them for the past twenty years,” says Yaniv Cohen, part owner, and son of the eponymous Benny. The baguettes are from the Bridor bread bakery. The are partially baked, then frozen, and delivered to Benny & Fils, where they are then fully baked in an oven on the premises. Therein lies the controversy. Cohen tells The Suburban that MK said the baguettes are no longer Pat Yisrael. The Hebrew expression refers to bread and other baked goods that are kosher because they are baked with the direct participation of an observant Jew, as has been the case with the Benny & Fils baguettes.
In a video that Cohen himself posted on social media, the Bridor box that the baguettes come in does have an MK hechsher, or kosher symbol, meaning the bread coming out of the factory has already been deemed kosher, leading some to wonder how something can be both kosher and not kosher at the same time.
But last year – in May of 2025 – the agency reported that some Bridor products were no longer considered to be Pat Yisrael, specifically those bearing the MK #325 symbol, like the box of baguettes in Cohen’s video.
In a letter from last February, which Cohen posted online, MK warned Benny & Fils that it would have to stop serving the baguettes for the restaurant to retain its MK certification.
Kashrut is a varied and nuanced pillar of Jewish observance. There are more than 1,500 kosher agencies worldwide, each with a differing set of standards. Any food product, store, or restaurant that bears the MK hechsher assures those who strictly observe Jewish dietary laws of a specific standard. Ashkenazi dietary laws, for example, are not quite the same as Sephardic dietary laws. Amid the current dust-up, Cohen says they have decided to switch agencies, and register which KSR (Kacheroute Séfarade du Rabbinat). They confirmed with an announcement on social media last week.
The Suburban did reach out to MK Kosher Certification Agency for further explanation, and to Bridor, but did not receive a response from either by deadline.



