Dorval councillor alleges confrontation by mayor

A public allegation made by a Dorval city councillor against Mayor Marc Doret is drawing concern over conduct at city hall and the treatment of elected officials who voice dissenting opinions.
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A public allegation made by a Dorval city councillor against Mayor Marc Doret is drawing concern over conduct at city hall and the treatment of elected officials who voice dissenting opinions.
Councilor Linda Jun Lu alleged that the mayor stopped her Friday morning on Carson Avenue and confronted her for approximately 30 minutes regarding council-related matters.
The allegation was made publicly by the first-term councillor, who described the exchange as inappropriate and concerning.
The incident did not take place during a council meeting or formal municipal proceeding, but instead occurred in public, according to the councilor's account.
Critics of the mayor’s alleged conduct say the confrontation raises broader questions about professionalism and the ability of elected officials to carry out their duties without fear of intimidation or retaliation.
“Whether residents agree or disagree with a councilor's position is irrelevant,” supporters of the councillor said in a public statement following the incident. “Oversight is the job. Intimidation is not.”
The statement called for a public acknowledgement that the alleged conduct was unacceptable, as well as a commitment to respectful governance and protections for councilors who challenge or question decisions at city hall.
The group is also calling for a strengthened code of conduct to ensure councillors can express dissenting views freely and without pressure.
No official statement had been issued by Mayor Doret at the time of publication.
A video referenced by supporters of the councillor, in which Lu discusses the incident in her own words, was posted online Friday.
Regulations will soon come into affect in Dorval affording council members the opportunity to make statements during council meetings. An exception was made by Mayor Doret at the May 11 meeting, as the mayor himself was involved in an alleged incident with council woman Linda Jun Lu representing District 3.
Lu was not mincing words in the public video and was visibly shaken.
"Last Friday morning, while walking on Carson Avenue, I was stopped by the Mayor, who expressed his dissatisfaction regarding emails I had recently sent about council matters during this interaction. The Mayor referred to those emails and also stated that he would, quote: 'throw me out of the bus' publicly in the council meeting by telling residents that the parking change had be solely my idea, and the fact that I had been the one to make the decision. He also promised we would lose the election if we did not listen to the complaints. He also stated that he didn't want me to become Pascal number 2. I do not know exactly what the Mayor meant by those comments. The interruption continued for approximately 30 minutes in a public setting while residents and the motorists were passing by.
"I have thought carefully before deciding to speak publicly about this. Regardless of disagreements between elected officials, I believe all members of council should be able to raise concerns, ask questions, and express different opinions without fear of intimidation, personal strife, or public humiliation. This incident has deeply affected me, personally and professionally. No member of this council should ever be placed in a similar situation. This type of conduct must never happen again."
Mayor Doret's response was measured: "Thank you, Mrs. Lou, it's clear that the exchanges that we've had over the last week over the decision to roll back some parking changes have been difficult. I think I've been nothing but polite and professional. I did send you an email..., which was clearly very well-worded, and so look, I understand how you feel. We don't seem to agree on whether or not the rollback of the parking regulations that were announced by you and other members of your team on social media was the right thing to do. I think it was. We were in a position where we needed to listen to our residents and have a reflection on what is best.
"The controversy comes amid ongoing discussions in municipalities across Quebec about transparency, governance standards, and the working relationships between mayors and councilors."



