Saint-Laurent unveils master plans for southern part of borough

Saint-Laurent council unveiled two master plans for the long-term future of two areas of the southern part of the borough: the area leading to the Décarie Expressway, and the Hodge-Lebeau area near the Metropolitan Autoroute.
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Saint-Laurent council unveiled two master plans for the long-term future of two areas of the southern part of the borough: the area leading to the Décarie Expressway, and the Hodge-Lebeau area near the Metropolitan Autoroute.
Information sessions and public participation activities will be taking place. The master plans can be seen via links at montreal.ca/en/saint-laurent.
As previously reported by The Suburban, in the area near the Metropolitan Autoroute, there are plans for an extensive mixed-use development massive residential-commercial-cultural-greenspace project on the site of the 69-year-old former headquarters of the National Film Board at Côte de Liesse and Houde.
In the area of Marcel-Laurin Blvd. leading to the expressway, there are already housing developments, most of them completed, including the Midtown. As well, on the southern side of Côte de Liesse, the road has been reconfigured, coinciding with the building of the Royalmount megamall and subsequent planned projects in that area of Town of Mount Royal.
Of the two master plans, with plans leading up to 2050, Mayor Alan DeSousa says the borough is, “reaching a pivotal milestone in its development and entering a new phase in its history.
“Our community is undergoing rapid transformation driven by the arrival of the REM, the shift in industrial activities, and strong population growth. With these two plans stemming from our strategic planning, we are laying the groundwork for future developments and improvements that will need to reflect our proposed vision — a community that is even greener, more innovative, better connected, and more attractive — for both residents and businesses alike.”
DeSousa said Saint-Laurent aims to “redevelop key sites, calm down and connect streets, and create high-quality public spaces so that Saint-Laurent continues to be a place where people live, work, and innovate even better than before. This rigorous and coherent planning outlines an ambitious and sustainable vision for our territory, which we want to be a hub of innovation, mobility, and exemplary quality of life throughout Montreal and the province of Quebec as a whole.”
The overall goals of the master plan for the gateway area near the Décarie Expressway, including Marcel-Laurin, the Saint-Laurent section of Décarie Blvd, Saint-Croix, and Alexis-Nihon, are the creations of a “prestigious business district along the autoroute, featuring distinctive buildings with visual identity designs to enhance Saint-Laurent’s gateway image, a linear park along the railroad tracks, serving as the backbone of active pathways and biodiversity, connecting the sub-sectors; a safe, connected cycling network, including a new railway crossing north of Manoogian to reconnect the neighbourhoods; a new entrance shelter to access the Du Collège Metro station; and the redevelopment of the front area of the Metro station for a less congested user experience.”
The borough says the potential long-term results could include the accommodation of 10,000 new residents, the generation of up to 200,000 square metres of business space, the creation of 25,000 square metres of local retail and service spaces, and the establishment of a new school “and 10,000 square metres of community and public spaces.”
The expected concrete changes include “on foot or by bike — direct, shaded and safe routes to school, the Metro, shops or parks; with a stroller or in a wheelchair — more comfortable sidewalks and better-protected crosswalks; for families — mini-parks (parklets) and play areas nearby, connected to the future linear park; for students — easier access to the Du Collège metro station in addition to educational hubs (Cégep Saint-Laurent and Vanier College) as well as service centres; and for people working in the area — clearer street layouts, safe routes, and more eating and service options.”
The overall goals for the Hodge-Lebeau area are “the creation of an innovation and mobility hub adjacent to the Côte-de-Liesse REM station, which opened in November 2025, including a public square of approximately 6,000 m² and a pedestrian and bicycle overpass above the railroad tracks; the densification and intensification of industrial sites; the transformation of the corridor formed by Hodge and Benjamin-Hudon streets for easier access to the Côte-de-Liesse REM station: one-way traffic eastbound on Hodge, two protected one-way bike lanes, widened sidewalks, and enhanced tree lines; shared use of facilities and services among businesses, such as parking and storage; and an active mobility path to the east, at the heart of the mega-blocks, connecting Wright and Deslauriers streets to Lebeau — a simple, shaded, safe east-west crossing.”
The expected concrete results for the Hodge-Lebeau area are to “facilitate travel to the REM station, make walking and cycling routes safer, improve coexistence among and with logistics stakeholders, and create public spaces for employees to wait and take breaks.
“The vision consists of creating a highly efficient industrial innovation sector for businesses, and a pleasant environment for the people who work and spend time there.” n



