Accountability for residential schools legacy

An international tribunal examining allegations tied to Canada’s residential school system and unmarked graves is set to be held in Montreal in early 2026, organizers announced this week.

By Jeremy Zafran
The Suburban — LJI

An international tribunal examining allegations tied to Canada’s residential school system and unmarked graves is set to be held in Montreal in early 2026, organizers announced this week.
The Native Women’s Shelter of Montreal, in partnership with Amnistie internationale Canada francophone, will host the Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal on Missing Children and Unmarked Graves in Canada. Organizers say the initiative is intended to bring international attention and accountability to alleged crimes committed against Indigenous children in residential schools.
The Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal is an international opinion tribunal that investigates alleged human rights violations and documents evidence through public hearings and testimony. While it does not have legal authority to issue criminal penalties, organizers say it can help build international awareness and create a historical record of alleged abuses.
The upcoming tribunal will focus on the legacy of Canada’s residential school system, which operated for more than a century and forcibly separated Indigenous children from their families. Recent discoveries of unmarked graves at former residential school sites across Canada have renewed calls for accountability and further investigation.
In a statement, Native Women’s Shelter of Montreal executive director Na’kuset said Indigenous communities are seeking action rather than symbolic gestures.
“Indigenous people can no longer wait for Canada to act. Indigenous families are demanding justice, not more empty words,” she said. “Our history has been minimized by the colonizer, but our truth will be told.”
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Na’kuset added that the tribunal will play an important role in documenting testimony and helping build “a better future for the next generation.”
France-Isabelle Langlois, executive director of Amnistie internationale Canada francophone, said the organization is supporting the initiative to help place international attention on the issue.
“For far too long, Indigenous communities in Canada have been left to face this profound injustice alone,” Langlois said. “We stand in solidarity with Indigenous communities in their call for systemic change, accountability, and justice.”
In preparation for the hearings, organizers say they will work with residential school survivors, family members, historians, archivists, legal experts, human rights advocates, and international lawyers to gather evidence and testimony.
The tribunal’s proceedings are expected to include public hearings where survivors and experts will present oral testimony and arguments before an international panel. The panel will later issue an advisory opinion based on the evidence presented.
Organizers said the initiative also reflects frustration over the pace of implementation of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action, released in 2015. They argue many recommendations remain incomplete or unfulfilled.
Founded in 1987, the Native Women’s Shelter of Montreal provides support services to First Nations, Métis, and Inuit women and children. Amnistie internationale Canada francophone is part of the global Amnesty International human rights movement.
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