MoWest asking residents for feedback on Bixi bikes

The Montreal West administration is asking residents to fill out a short survey on its website, montreal-ouest.ca, as to whether they would want the Bixi bike sharing service introduced in the town this year.
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The Montreal West administration is asking residents to fill out a short survey on its website, montreal-ouest.ca, as to whether they would want the Bixi bike sharing service introduced in the town this year.
“This short survey will help better understand potential interest in the service and community needs,” says a town statement.
The deadline to complete the survey is this Friday, June 5.
Council was asked about the survey at the May 25 public meeting, including how long a Bixi pilot project would last and the fact that there are no Bixi stations in nearby Côte Saint-Luc and Hampstead.
Councillor Philippe Bergeron said the pilot project would go on for 36 months.
“We’re considering it because Bixi has a program where they’re leasing us the bikes for 36 months for free,” he explained. “After 36 months, that will be a different debate because we’ll have to purchase the equipment and that could be quite expensive — I think it’s around $80,000 per station without grants. So if there’s grants, it’ll be less, obviously, and it all depends on the number of stations after the pilot project of three years.”
Regarding the lack of Bixi bikes and stations in neighbouring municipalities, Bergeron pointed out that all of the 19 Montreal boroughs have the stations, including neighbouring Côte-des-Neiges-NDG.
There are also going to be Bixi stations this summer in Dollard-des-Ormeaux, and others exist in Montreal East, the Town of Mount Royal, and Westmount, as well as many off-island communities in the greater Montreal area.
The Montreal West councillor told the resident, “You’re right. The City of Côte-Saint-Luc does not have it and neither does Hampstead. We’re looking [at] if we can get cars off the roads and [help] people to move around. That would be the ideal thing. The debate is how many stations we would have in town if and, after the pilot project, how many do we keep or how many do we have?”
One resident said, for him, using a Bixi bike means shortening his commute. “I want to be able to do short little jaunts, and where we are and the current set up of the rest of NDG, it’s not an added value for most residents, in my mind. And then if you add the costs later on, then it’s really expensive.”
Bergeron responded that when it comes to Bixi, “it’s one of those things if you build it, they will come.
“But again, when it comes to cost, that’s a different subject matter that we need to discuss. That’s for sure.”



