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The Task Force on Linguistic Policy is looking into bringing a complaint against Quebec's language law Bill 96 to the United Nations, organization president Andrew Caddell told the Rotary Club of Montreal West & NDG on June 4.
Caddell, whose family has roots in Montreal West and centuries-long roots in Canada, has been challenging Bill 96 before the courts on behalf of individuals adversely affected by the law, including "a woman who can't get information on her colitis in English, an autistic child denied services in English," and others.
One aspect of the law is that only historic Anglos, those who received seven years of their elementary/high school education in English in Canada, are entitled to provincial and municipal services in English. "We are now examining the prospect of challenging the law at the United Nations," Caddell told the audience at Montreal West town hall. "The law is clearly in defiance of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Persons belonging to national, ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, and there's a rapporteur that we can apply to."
Caddell added that the organization hopes to make the application soon. "These legal cases cost money, and we've raised over $200,000 from individuals, much of it is in small donations from people like you. So we need your help, and your voice, by joining us via our website (www.thetaskforce.ca), Facebook group, or both."
During his talk, Caddell pointed out that he is fluently bilingual, and lives in an officially French Quebec with no problems. "But I don't want to live in a society that's composed of one culture, one language, or one belief that is governed by the intolerant. We live in a world of incredible diversity and complexity."
Caddell said Quebec nationalists believe in one language for one territory, "an ethnocentric nation-state. If that parochial mindset were to win the day and Quebec separated, I believe Canada's existence would be threatened. For Canada is a 21st century country, open to the world."
Caddell told the club that when he was a journalist in Quebec City, he asked then-Premier René Lévesque to define a Québécois. "He said, 'someone who pays taxes in Quebec.' By comparison, Premier Christine Frechette says her first priority is the French language... Security of health, employment, and our lives have to take precedence over language. "
Caddell brought up the English-speakers who are not defined as historic anglophones. "According to Bill 96, half a million people can be denied their rights as citizens because of where they were educated. It's an absurd description of who English Quebecers are... These are our friends and neighbours. How ridiculous, how cruel, how unfair is that? And yet, this is one of the key sections of Bill 96."
Caddell said the Task Force believes that a better society is achieved through dialogue, sharing, and protection of the rights of all, "not through the imposition of discriminatory laws that reduce access to government services, diminish rights, or create barriers between people."
After the meeting, The Suburban asked Caddell when Bill 96 might be brought before the UN, and the logistics. He said that, unlike when the language of signs law Bill 178 was brought before the UN Human Rights Committee in the 1990s, not all domestic remedies have to be exhausted, such as a Supreme Court judgment. "There's now a group that deals with religious, linguistic, and other minorities. 
"We would be going to a special rapporteur, and we would be making a complaint saying that Bill 96 is restricting rights in a way that's excessive."
Caddell said Quebec could have allowed the Notwithstanding Clause, which legally shields the law, to expire in 2027, but that it's being renewed before it  expires, "which I think is not within the spirit of the law" or the spirit of the Notwithstanding Clause.
"It's just a really mean and nasty way of saying to the anglophone community, we don't care what you think, we're going to keep this in place."



