Archaeologists return to Pointe-Claire Village

Beneath the asphalt and sidewalks of Pointe-Claire's historic village lies a layered record of more than three centuries of human activity — from Indigenous occupation predating European settlement to the foundations of churches, homes, and businesses that helped shape one of Montreal's oldest communities.
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Beneath the asphalt and sidewalks of Pointe-Claire's historic village lies a layered record of more than three centuries of human activity — from Indigenous occupation predating European settlement to the foundations of churches, homes, and businesses that helped shape one of Montreal's oldest communities.
This summer, archaeologists will once again dig into that history.
Beginning June 25, crews will return to Sainte-Anne and Saint-Joachim avenues for a new round of archaeological excavations aimed at uncovering and documenting remnants of Pointe-Claire's past. The work follows a major archaeological intervention conducted in 2022 ahead of planned infrastructure improvements in the village core.
What researchers found four years ago surprised even seasoned archaeologists. Excavations revealed traces of nearly every chapter of Pointe-Claire's history: Indigenous artifacts, 18th-century homes, remnants of a blacksmith's forge, sections of stone foundations, and evidence of former religious and institutional buildings that once stood at the heart of the community.
Among the most significant discoveries were remains linked to the second Saint-Joachim Church, a rectory, a cemetery, and a boys' school, offering a glimpse into village life during the French colonial era and beyond.
The discoveries are part of a broader archaeological effort that has been underway in Pointe-Claire since the early 2000s. Studies have identified the historic village as an area of exceptional archaeological potential, containing evidence of both Indigenous occupation and early European settlement.
Researchers believe the area may still hold clues about some of Pointe-Claire's earliest structures, including a wooden fort built for defence and the first village nucleus established along the shores of Lake Saint-Louis.
The village's history stretches back to the late 17th century, when French settlers began establishing farms along what is now Lakeshore Road. The parish that would become Pointe-Claire was founded in 1713, and the community gradually developed around the church and waterfront.
Over the centuries, fires, redevelopment projects, and changing patterns of settlement altered the landscape, yet much of that history remained preserved underground.
The 2022 excavations uncovered stone walls dating to the 18th century, drainage systems, post holes from long-vanished fences and structures, and Indigenous artifacts, including stone tools and an arrowhead. Archaeologists also discovered a coffin in the area of a former cemetery, although no human remains were found.
This year's work will continue until Aug. 24 and is expected to further expand researchers' understanding of how the village evolved over time.
Residents will have an opportunity to learn more about the project during "Pointe-Claire en fête" on Aug. 10, when archaeologists from the firm Artéfactuel will showcase artifacts and discuss discoveries made during the excavation season.



