Danger of faded road line markings highlighted in CSL

Earlier this year, Côte Saint-Luc council urged the federal government to take action on quickly fading line markings on local roads, by looking into a possible change in materials used to paint the markings.
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Earlier this year, Côte Saint-Luc council urged the federal government to take action on quickly fading line markings on local roads, by looking into a possible change in materials used to paint the markings.
Other Canadian municipalities have also appealed to Ottawa. We have seen potentially dangerous faded line markings, particularly on Park (sometimes referred to as Parc) Avenue just south of Mount Royal West. Not long after the CSL council meeting, we ourselves saw faded lines in that area of southbound Cavendish.
At the July 13 council meeting, a resident expressed concerns about the area of southbound Cavendish Blvd. approaching eastbound Fleet.
In a traffic change implemented a few years ago, the left and centre lanes on the immediate approach are exclusively for drivers turning onto Fleet, while the right lane is for drivers continuing south on Cavendish towards Côte Saint-Luc Road and onwards into NDG.
The resident told the July meeting he could not see the painted road arrows indicating the left turns onto Fleet and the indication to drive straight on Cavendish. There are, however, overhead signs on the Cavendish overpass indicating where traffic should go.
“Many times, one can observe vehicles in the centre making a quick veer to the right in order to get back onto the south lane traffic,” the resident added. “It could be a dangerous move and at times briefly holding up traffic. There are still drivers who are not familiar with the intersection.”
The resident said nothing had been done about this, even as summer began more than three weeks earlier. “This is serious because once the car veers to the right, the cars coming onto that lane have to put on the brakes and they stop the traffic going left.”
Mayor David Tordjman responded by reiterating his disappointment with the federal government’s passage of the Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) Concentration Limits for Architectural Coatings Regulations several years ago, mandating the halting of oil-based paint for line markings and substituting water-based paint.
A CSL resolution from April says, “these water-based paints deteriorate significantly faster than previously permitted alternatives, particularly in high-traffic areas and during winter conditions common in Quebec.”
Tordjman said at the July council meeting that the Federation of Canadian Municipalities sent a letter to the federal government to review the law. The Environment and Climate Change and Transport Canada ministries have been pressed on this issue.
Tordjman explained that the water-based paint can “wear out sometimes within two weeks of putting it down. It doesn’t last through the winter, and come spring, it’s nowhere to be seen.
“We have a major issue. I don’t think we’re going to be saving the environment by doing this. There are car crashes. I’ve seen a few on Cavendish southbound. There are dangers to human life. We need to do better. I think we need to push the government to change this regulation to something more reasonable. We’re also looking at innovative ways of [longer lasting] line markings in some areas.”
Tordjman even said it may be necessary for CSL to do line painting two or three times a year under the current conditions. “The contractors [painting the lines] started in July. So, they’re going to get there. I’m certainly not happy with the current situation and I’m looking to have changes in the regulations so that we can have safer roads.”
Councillor Andee Shuster pointed out at the July 13 meeting that she wrote an email to the city’s engineering department to ask the contractor to prioritize the line markings on Cavendish, “for exactly the reasons that you spoke about.”
The resident also pointed out that he has seen tape glued into the asphalt in some areas of CSL, resulting in permanent crosswalks, “and they’re there all winter. Why can’t they do that?”
The mayor said that is related to his reference to more permanent line markings. “We’re doing that as we repave new roads. It doesn’t adhere very well to older roads, in terms of oils and all other kind of debris that’s on the asphalt. Even if we put it down on older roads, it’ll get scraped up with the snow plows in the winter.” n



