CSL's enchanted garden is a little sadder this year

To The Suburban and I’m sure the majority of passersby from the immediate area, the city of Montreal and beyond, Côte Saint-Luc’s “Garden of Enchantment” at 5609 Parkhaven is just as enchanting as ever.
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To The Suburban and I’m sure the majority of passersby from the immediate area, the city of Montreal and beyond, Côte Saint-Luc’s “Garden of Enchantment” at 5609 Parkhaven is just as enchanting as ever.
The ultra cute human and animal figures are present and accounted for, and there’s even a few new additions.
But for garden creator Hannah Sheffren, also known for her star turns in Côte Saint-Luc Dramatic Society productions, the enchanted garden is not as enchanting as before.
That’s because her beloved husband Billy passed away in March of a sudden illness at the age of 83 — his birthday took place while he was at the Jewish General Hospital. What seemed like a minor ailment at first turned into something a great deal more serious.
“I mean, everybody who knew him, they couldn’t believe it, because he was a very outgoing, sociable type. You know, the whole street, they said the street’s not the same.”
As we wrote in previous years, the figures have been carefully painted and placed, and wonderfully complemented the garden’s colourful flowers, for which Sheffren’s husband “gets full credit and which has won CSL Maisons Fleuries awards. He also helps with the figures.”
That, sadly, is in the past.
“Look, there’s weeds,” a saddened Sheffren told The Suburban during our annual visit July 17. “I can’t do it. My husband deadheaded the flowers — that’s when you take off the dead ones so new ones will grow. But you have to know how to do all this. He fed them. My neighbours all look out their windows, they’re waiting for him to come out and take care of the garden. And they can’t believe it.”
She told us that passersby still comment on her figures a great deal, and many bring their grandchildren to see the numerous figures placed throughout her property.
“You know, it’s very nice,” Sheffren says.
But the sadness still shows. She showed us one figure that is headless.
“I’m not fixing it. How do you like that? He’s going to sit there headless. I sort of put out a bunch of bunnies, I did a little bunny run. I got a bunch of things on the side, but anyway, that’s another mess [weeds wise].”
Sheffren said her husband not only beautified their garden, but was highly energetic. “The guy used to walk two hours a day. He could work in the garden for three hours without a sweat. In the garden he cleaned all the weeds. He took care of the flowers so that they were always blooming. Look at the rose bush. It was roses. Now, it’s horrible, he would have a fit if he’d see this.”
Asked how Billy developed such a skill for beautifying gardens, Sheffren said, “he was very handy that way. He used to take care of his parents’ garden.
“He just had the knowledge. If there was a bug on the rose, he’d take it off with a tweezer. But that’s the way it goes. You don’t know from one day to the next.”
Sad as the latest development in CSL’s enchanted garden may be, we are confident that the community will look past the less than perfect surroundings and still highly appreciate the many adorable figures that populate one of the city’s greatest attractions. n



