Only one gas station remains in Percé
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PERCÉ – The closure of gasoline sales at the Barachois gas station has left an 84-kilometre stretch between Cap-d’Espoir and Douglastown without a gas station, a situation that is raising concerns among residents in the east part of the Town of Percé.
The property has been for sale for some time, as owner Henri Collin is looking to retire.
“The only gas station left will be the one in Cap-d’Espoir, which is quite a distance from Barachois. Otherwise, there’s the one in Douglastown. That’s still about 60 kilometres in the other direction,” says Mayor Daniel Leboeuf.
The Cap-d’Espoir gas station is 36 kilometres away, while the one in Douglastown is 48 kilometres away.
The Town has no plans to operate a gas station.
The mayor recalls that when he arrived in Percé in the early 2000s, there were five or six gas stations.
“In the late 1980s and 1990s, new environmental regulations came into effect, and the cost of maintaining infrastructure and decontaminating soil created significant financial obligations for owners. People think twice before investing hundreds of thousands of dollars to replace tanks and equipment in a shrinking local market,” says the mayor, who believes it would be difficult to make such a business profitable.
The challenge is compounded by the fact that the tourist season lasts only three or four months, with customer traffic dropping significantly for the rest of the year.
The Town began exploring options in 2021 following the closure of the gas station in the heart of the village.
“The Percé Economic Development Corporation approached several fuel retailers — Harnois, Ultramar and Petro-Canada — about operating a stand-alone gas station. None of them found enough economic justification to move forward with the project. Would it be any different in Barachois? We’d have to approach them again, but I’m not very optimistic,” says the mayor.
In Cap-d’Espoir, the gas station is combined with a grocery store.
The Quebec government offers a program to help maintain local services.
“It’s a program that could help anyone interested in taking on the challenge of making this project viable. I encourage them to look into that opportunity,” says the mayor.
On June 15, the Quebec government announced $915,000 to help ensure the continued operation of seven convenience stores and grocery stores in the region.
Across Quebec, 90 local businesses in municipalities with fewer than 20,000 residents have received government support, representing an investment of more than $10 million.
Component 5 of the Rural Development Fund has a budget of $50 million over five years.
Projects can receive up to $150,000 in funding under the program.
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BV: The Barachois gas station and convenience store no longer sells gasoline.
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