


250,000 suburban voices and six demands for Quebec’s next government

The Association of Suburban Municipalities is calling on Quebec’s political parties to make the needs of Montreal’s suburban municipalities a priority in this year’s provincial election, arguing that the region’s future depends on investments reaching beyond the city of Montreal.
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The Association of Suburban Municipalities is calling on Quebec’s political parties to make the needs of Montreal’s suburban municipalities a priority in this year’s provincial election, arguing that the region’s future depends on investments reaching beyond the city of Montrea
The association, known as the AMB/ASM, represents 15 independent municipalities on the Island of Montreal that are linked to the city through the Montreal agglomeration. Together, the municipalities are home to about 250,000 residents.
The organization brings together suburban mayors to advocate for their common interests, particularly on services administered at the agglomeration level, including public transit, policing, firefighting, water supply, and wastewater treatment.
Ahead of the provincial election, the AMB/ASM says it supports many of the priorities being advanced by the City of Montreal, including efforts related to homelessness, housing, mobility, infrastructure, and metropolitan economic development. But the suburban mayors say Montreal cannot address those challenges alone.
The association wants the next Quebec government to recognize suburban municipalities as essential partners in strengthening the metropolitan region, and is calling for a relationship based on trust, predictable funding, and respect for municipal autonomy.
At the heart of its election platform are six priorities:
The first is climate resilience. The association says extreme rainfall, flooding and failures of essential services have demonstrated that municipalities cannot absorb the growing costs of climate adaptation through property taxes alone.
It is calling for permanent provincial funding for climate adaptation, dedicated money for stormwater and flood-protection infrastructure, faster approval of municipal infrastructure projects and regional management of watersheds. It also wants investment to improve the resilience of the electricity network.
The association’s second priority is reforming municipal financing. It says municipalities are being asked to provide more services while relying heavily on property taxes and navigating increasingly complicated government programs.
The AMB/ASM wants stable, predictable, multi-year funding, greater flexibility in how provincial money is used and adequate compensation when new responsibilities are transferred to municipalities. It also wants Quebec to move away from repeated project-based funding applications toward long-term structural financing.
On transportation, the group is backing major metropolitan projects while insisting that suburban needs be included in regional planning.
It is seeking better connections between suburban municipalities, improved service to industrial and commercial areas and transportation options that make it easier for residents to reach employment centres. The association also wants better integration among the Société de transport de Montréal, Exo, the REM and other regional services, as well as continued and improved Exo service.
The group is also calling for strategic investments to reduce congestion, additional road infrastructure funding and the revival of the provincial program that supports active transportation projects and the expansion of the BIXI network.
Housing represents another major concern. While the association supports Quebec’s objective of accelerating residential construction, it says new housing must be accompanied by investment in the infrastructure needed to support a growing population.
That includes water and sewer systems, roads, community facilities, parks, public spaces, public transit and cycling networks.
The association’s fifth priority focuses on public safety and emergency preparedness. It wants increased provincial support for local policing and pedestrian and vulnerable-road-user safety, dedicated funding for emergency management and greater municipal preparedness for extreme weather and major emergencies.
It is also asking Quebec to consult municipalities systematically before introducing reforms that directly affect them and wants the Transport Ministry to allow photo radar sharing among AMB/ASM municipalities.
Underlying the platform is a broader argument about the role of local government.
The association says municipalities are the first level of government residents turn to for services and should therefore be treated as genuine partners by Quebec rather than simply as recipients of provincial directives.
The AMB/ASM’s message to election candidates is that metropolitan growth must benefit the entire region.
For the suburban mayors, that means housing cannot be separated from infrastructure, economic growth cannot be separated from transportation, and climate adaptation cannot be left to municipal property-tax revenues.
The association is ultimately asking the next Quebec government for a stronger partnership with the municipalities it represents — one that gives suburban communities the financial predictability and local flexibility they say are necessary to meet the demands of a growing metropolitan region.






