Saint-Laurent mayor explains No vote on modified Israel resolution

Saint-Laurent mayor Alan DeSousa explained to a questioner from neighbouring Cartierville why he and his two colleagues, city councillors Aref Salem and Vana Nazarian, voted at Montreal council against a revised resolution involving the Israel-Palestinian conflict.
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Saint-Laurent mayor Alan DeSousa explained to a questioner from neighbouring Cartierville why he and his two colleagues, city councillors Aref Salem and Vana Nazarian, voted at Montreal council against a revised resolution involving the Israel-Palestinian conflict.
The original resolution, first moved by Projét Montréal, called for Montreal to cut institutional ties with Israeli institutions, amongst other demands. Mayor Soroya Martinez Ferrada proposed a revised resolution removing inflammatory language and the proposal to cut institutional ties, and instead expressed solidarity with civilian victims of the conflict on both sides. Most council members voted for the revised resolution.
Those voting against included the three from Saint-Laurent, Ville-Marie councillor and executive committee member Leslie Roberts (his reasons for voting against are in an op-ed in the Sept. 2 Suburban), Côte des Neiges-NDG mayor Stephanie Valenzuela, Snowdon councillor Sonny Moroz, and Darlington councillor Milany Thiagarajah, all from the Montreal mayor's party Ensemble Montréal.
During the Sept. 1 meeting, DeSousa was asked why all of the Montreal city councillors from Saint-Laurent voted against the revised resolution. 
DeSousa replied that the resolution as originally proposed was "very divisive for our community" and that the mayor allowed her party members to vote their conscience. "We had the discussion, we talked to a lot of people in our community," the Saint-Laurent mayor added. "We have a large community from the Middle East, a large Jewish community, and it divided people."
DeSousa added that he has been a public servant for some 40 years. "Not five years, 40 years. In the 40 years that I have served the population, and my colleagues from the council who have also been there for a while, we have all worked to bring people together. I think that in all the actions that we have taken, we have done this, regardless of what is happening elsewhere in the world."
DeSousa said he wanted to build a civic culture in Saint-Laurent of "harmony, of living together, where people live in peace."
The mayor added that importing the Middle East conflict to Saint-Laurent "does not serve our community.
"The choice was made not to support the modified resolution, which could be divisive for us in Saint-Laurent. Ultimately, we need to live in our community, represent our community, and continue to work to ensure that we have peace and harmony. These are the values of our administration. We have 166 different ethnicities in Saint-Laurent."
DeSousa, who was born in Pakistan in 1959 and emigrated to Canada as a teenager, pointed out that he himself is a child of war. "I remember very well how it was in my country of origin, with the bombs, with all kinds of atrocities that were perpetrated. We come here to ensure, to offer the citizens who choose to live with us a place of peace... We did not find that it was in our interest to adhere or support something that could divide our community."



