Woman not guilty of parking in Laval no-parking zone, but Montreal is different

Laval Municipal Court judge Aryanne Guérin recently found Kelly-Anne Guervil not guilty of parking in a no-parking zone in that city.
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Laval Municipal Court judge Aryanne Guérin recently found Kelly-Anne Guervil not guilty of parking in a no-parking zone in that city.
The defendant received a ticket for parking on Tuesday, March 10 of this year. A sign on Jean-Cocteau Street says parking is prohibited from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays between Oct. 1 and April 30. Other areas of Laval ban parking on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, also between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. in that time period.
Laval argued that the ban applied at the times indicated on the sign. However, there is a second sign just below indicating that the parking ban applies during maintenance operations, and a phone number is included.
Taking the initiative, the defendant checked an app and confirmed that the next maintenance work after the time she parked was to take place the next day, at 7 a.m. Wednesday March 11. The defendant provided a photo of the sign as evidence. The city argued that the maintenance sign "should be interpreted as an additional prohibition applicable to days not expressly listed on the sign."
The judge found that Laval's own parking rules state that it is not an offence to park during stated prohibited hours if no snow clearing or maintenance is taking place.
"The Court cannot accept the prosecution’s interpretation, which would effectively require citizens to infer parking prohibitions not explicitly stated on the posted signage," the ruling says.
The judge thus found that the defendant had a right to park on the street when no maintenance was going on, and she was acquitted.
However, the situation in the City of Montreal is very different.
The city's seasonal parking prohibition is more explicit, stating that it "must be observed for the entire period indicated on the sign, rain or shine,” even if a maintenance operation has already taken place.
The signs in Montreal also differ from Laval's in that they generally do not include a second sign stating that the prohibition applies during maintenance operations.
Also, Montreal's seasonal prohibition applies from April 1 to Nov. 30, while Laval's applies from the start of October to the end of April. For its part, in the winter months, Montreal puts up orange no-parking signs when clearing operations are scheduled following a heavy snowfall.
According to the City of Montreal, its seasonal no-parking period allows city crews to not only conduct mechanical sweeping, but also to conduct non-urgent roadwork and tree inspections.
Saint-Léonard's bylaw, for example, states “the parking ban remains in effect even after the mechanical sweeper has passed. Roadworks, such as resurfacing, may also take place during this period.”
Also, motorists are not allowed to park during the prohibited hours indicated on a City of Montreal orange no-parking sign, even if the area has already been cleared of snow after a storm and is fit for parking.
Ahuntsic-Cartierville's rule states, “as long as the signage (orange panels) is in place, it must be respected, even if the snow blower has already passed.” 
In Sud-Ouest, on the topic, “The snow blower has just passed — can I park?," the response is "no, not if the no-parking signs are still in place. The signage currently in effect always takes precedence. Do not park until the signs have been removed.”



