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The next day, then-Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau paid tribute to Fox in the House of Commons.
“It occurs very rarely in the life of a nation that the courageous spirit of one person unites all people in the celebration of his life and in the mourning of his death.”
The word “hero” overapplied, and too often misapplied. But not in the case of Terry Fox. In fact, he is one of the only Canadians that comes to mind to whom the word “hero” truly belongs.
I remember when my son learned about him in elementary school. He could not have been older than 4 or 5. He brought home a book from school about — to use my son’s words — “a boy with an imaginary leg”.
It was trendy, at the time, when inviting friends over for a birthday party, to ask guests to donate to charity for the occasion rather than bringing presents. We gave our son the choice of which charity to ask friends to donate to.
He chose Terry Fox.
I don’t remember anymore how much money he had collected from his friends. But when we sent it to the Terry Fox Foundation office in Montreal, they sent a letter back calling my boy a hero. I wept as I read the letter. I’m weeping now.
“I’ve said to people before that I’m going to do my very best to make it,” Fox said in the early stages of the Marathon. “I’m not going to give up. But I might not make it. If I don’t, the Marathon of Hope better continue.”
Terry, as we know, did not make it. The cancer that took his leg had spread to his lungs, bringing his run to an end. “We gotta go home,” he told reporters through choked tears.
“Terry did not complete his Marathon of Hope,” Trudeau said in his tribute. “He has left a part of it for us. Let us take up this task while keeping in mind the example of a young man who gave all of his energy to this noble and generous goal.”
This year marks the 46th year of the Terry Fox Run, and the 45th anniversary of Fox’s death. The run will take place, as it does at this time every year, in more than 650 communities across Canada, with several in and around Montreal. Earlier this year, the Terry Fox Foundation announced that it has raised more than $1 billion in that time, funding more 1,300 cancer research projects and life-saving scientific advancements.
Dr. Jim Woodgett, President and Scientific Director of the Terry Fox Research Institute, says that “represents decades of investment that has fundamentally changed how cancer is detected, diagnosed, treated, and understood in Canada. But we can’t slow down now,” he adds. “Thanks to TFRI’s continued investment in cancer research and the integrated power of the Marathon of Hope Cancer Centres Network, we are entering a phase of discovery and impact that will bring an end to cancer as we know it.”






