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West Island voters will face a crowded field of candidates when they go to the polls Oct. 5 in Quebec’s provincial election.
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West Island voters will face a crowded field of candidates when they go to the polls Oct. 5 in Quebec’s provincial election.
The region’s traditionally strong Liberal base is being challenged by the Coalition Avenir Québec, Parti Québécois, Québec solidaire, and Parti conservateur du Québec, with housing, healthcare, affordability, transportation, economic development, and Quebec’s constitutional future among the major issues.
The following is a breakdown of the principal candidates and their campaign priorities.
SAINT-LAURENT
Saint-Laurent has long been one of the province’s safest Liberal ridings, but the 2026 campaign begins without longtime Liberal MNA Marwah Rizqy, who left provincial politics. The race features Liberal Valérie Assouline, CAQ candidate Tahmina Kabir, PQ candidate Pierre-Étienne Nantel, Quebec solidaire candidate Étienne Loiselle-Schiettekatte, and Conservative candidate Barry Rolbin.
Valérie Assouline — Quebec Liberal Party
Assouline is the Liberal candidate in a riding where the party is attempting to maintain its traditional dominance.
A lawyer with roots in Saint-Laurent, Assouline is presenting herself as a local candidate focused on community concerns and the protection of public services. The Liberal campaign is also emphasizing economic growth and the interests of Quebec’s English-speaking communities.
Key priorities:
• Strengthening health and social services.
• Supporting families and communities.
• Economic growth and job creation.
• Protecting English-language institutions.
• Improving government efficiency.
Tahmina Kabir — Coalition Avenir Québec
Kabir is a social worker and community activist who is seeking to turn the CAQ’s provincial record into a local campaign in Saint-Laurent. Her background in community services is central to her pitch, particularly with families, newcomers, and residents navigating government programs.
The CAQ is also presenting itself as a nationalist alternative to both the Liberals and the sovereignist PQ, while maintaining Quebec within Canada.
Kabir’s campaign emphasis:
• Better access to community services.
• Support for families and newcomers.
• Economic opportunity.
• More responsive government.
• Quebec’s interests within Canada.
Pierre-Étienne Nantel — Parti Québécois
Nantel, a high school history teacher, is campaigning on education, Quebec identity and French-language integration. His teaching background gives him a particular focus on young people and the role of education in building a common Quebec identity. He is also seeking to demonstrate that the PQ’s independence project can appeal to residents from diverse backgrounds.
Nantel’s priorities include:
• French-language integration.
• Education.
• Youth engagement.
• Quebec sovereignty.
• Greater recognition of Quebec internationally.
Étienne Loiselle-Schiettekatte — Québec solidaire
Loiselle-Schiettekatte represents the left-wing option in Saint-Laurent, with QS emphasizing affordability and the quality of public services. The campaign is expected to focus heavily on housing and transportation, issues that have become increasingly important in Montreal’s western suburbs.
QS priorities include:
• More affordable and social housing.
• Stronger public transit.
• Climate action.
• Better health and social services.
• Measures to reduce inequality.
Barry Rolbin — Parti conservateur du Québec
Rolbin is campaigning on the PCQ’s central message of lower taxes, individual freedom, and reduced government regulation. The party argues that Quebecers should keep more of their income, and that government should play a smaller role in the economy while maintaining essential services.
Rolbin’s priorities include:
• Lower taxes.
• Reduced regulation.
• Greater economic freedom.
• Improved health-care access.
• Making home ownership more attainable.
JACQUES-CARTIER
Jacques-Cartier remains one of the Liberals’ strongest West Island ridings. Liberal incumbent Gregory Kelley is seeking another mandate against CAQ candidate Santiago Proteau Sanchez, PQ candidate Céline Dauphinais, QS candidate Gabriel Laurence-Brook, and PCQ candidate Pina Di Dio.
Gregory Kelley — Quebec Liberal Party
Kelley is seeking another term after representing Jacques-Cartier since 2018. He has established himself as a prominent Liberal voice on issues including sustainable development, youth, and the interests of Quebec’s English-speaking population.
Kelley is campaigning on experience and continuity, arguing that voters benefit from having an experienced local representative at the National Assembly.
Kelley’s priorities include:
• Protecting public services.
• Sustainable energy development.
• Youth issues.
• Environmental protection.
• Representation of English-speaking Quebecers.
Santiago Proteau Sanchez — Coalition Avenir Québec
Proteau Sanchez is one of the younger candidates in the West Island races. With a background in finance and political work, he is presenting himself as a new generation of leadership. His campaign is focused on affordability and economic opportunity while supporting the CAQ’s broader nationalist agenda.
His priorities include:
• Cost-of-living concerns.
• Economic growth.
• Opportunities for younger Quebecers.
• Government efficiency.
• Community development.
Céline Dauphinais — Parti Québécois
Dauphinais is a lawyer and experienced professional who is carrying the PQ banner in a riding where sovereignty has traditionally had limited support. Her campaign combines issues such as access to justice and protection for vulnerable citizens with the PQ’s central promise of pursuing Quebec independence.
Dauphinais is emphasizing:
• Quebec sovereignty.
• Access to justice.
• Protection of vulnerable residents.
• French-language culture.
• Stronger provincial decision-making.
• Gabriel Laurence-Brook — Québec solidaire
Laurence-Brook - Québec solidaire
Campaigning on the QS platform of stronger public services, affordable housing, and environmental protection. In the West Island, the QS campaign is also likely to put transportation and suburban development under scrutiny.
QS priorities include:
• Social and affordable housing.
• Public transit.
• Environmental protection.
• Stronger health services.
• Measures to reduce poverty and inequality.
Pina Di Dio — Parti conservateur du Québec
Di Dio is a lawyer and entrepreneur with experience in the public and private sectors. She is presenting the PCQ as an alternative for voters who believe Quebec’s government has become too large and too costly. Her campaign emphasizes efficiency and reducing administrative burdens on businesses and individuals.
Di Dio’s priorities include:
• Less regulation.
• Lower taxation.
• Greater government efficiency.
• Support for entrepreneurs.
• Improved access to services. n






